
 

Webinar held 17 September 2025 

MyHeritage.com launched a new website called OldNews.com on March 1, 2024, during 
the annual RootsTech.org conference. This platform oDers a vast collection of historical 
newspapers, making it a valuable tool for genealogists and historical researchers. It allows 
users to search for detailed information about their ancestors by tracing names, locations, 
and occupations.  

https://www.oldnews.com/en
https://www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/


 

OldNews.com includes a large repository of newspaper pages from around the world, 
including Europe, the United Kingdom, Canada, and Australia, in addition to extensive U.S. 
content. This is especially useful for tracing ancestors with non-English or diverse 
geographic origins. 

 

 

 



OldNews.com provides access to a "treasure trove" of over 400 million newspaper pages 
from 75 countries, and the collection continues to expand with the addition of millions of 
new pages. 

 

• Users can search by name, event, or keyword, and the results show zoomed-in 
thumbnail images with the search terms highlighted. 

• You can also filter searches by publication year and location. 

 



 

The website is a subscription-based service, but it often provides a 7-day free trial. You can 
subscribe to OldNews.com as a standalone annual plan called OldNews.com Pro or get 
full access through the MyHeritage Omni Plan, which includes other features like family 
tree tools and DNA webinars. 

 

 



Newspapers are an excellent resource for gaining insight into the daily lives and culture of 
the past. They often contain personal news items, especially in small towns, and can reveal 
surprising details about an ancestor's life that might not be found elsewhere. You might 
even find notices that list multiple relatives and family members. 

 

 

The presentation gives an example of the need to supplement sources with Frances Ann 
Thomas, whose newspaper death notice incorrectly stated her birthplace. A family Bible 
record later confirmed her correct birthplace and parentage.  



 

To ensure you have all the necessary information, you should save the entire newspaper 
page, including the name of the publication, the date, and the place of the event. 

 

 



 

 

When working with historical newspapers, pay careful attention to the context and 
potential for human error—misprints, biased reporting, or assumptions by journalists of the 
time can all impact the accuracy of what you read. That’s why genealogists often 
encourage corroborating newspaper information with records like censuses, vital 
certificates, wills, and letters. 



 

 

It’s also wise to document your research process: note which search terms were most 
eDective, which newspapers were particularly fruitful for your region of interest, and any 
dead ends encountered.  



By approaching newspapers as both historical artifacts and living witnesses to the times, 
researchers can uncover layers of nuance—local customs, shifting social norms, and the 
language of everyday life. Each article oDers a fragment of the past, whether it's a birth 
announcement tucked between advertisements or a community event chronicled in poetic 
detail. These glimpses not only fill gaps in oDicial records but also provide texture and 
humanity to names and dates on a pedigree chart. 

 



 

 

In many cases, newspapers capture fleeting moments that formal documents overlook: a 
neighbor’s recollection shared at a wedding, notes about school recitals, or the triumphs of 
a hometown athlete. Even mistakes and inconsistencies in reporting can lead to 
unexpected discoveries, prompting deeper investigation and fostering the kind of critical 
thinking essential to genealogical research. 



This not only helps organize your findings but also lays a breadcrumb trail for future 
investigations—whether your own or a fellow researcher’s. 

 

Ultimately, the mosaic of clippings, obituaries, social columns, and event reports can 
reveal a vibrant portrait of your ancestors’ world—full of triumphs, tragedies, and the 
everyday stories that bring family history to life. 

The integration of the OldNews.com with your family tree on MyHeritage.com may help 
solve some of the diDicult genealogical questions. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

It may be more eDicient to use the Record Matches feature on MyHeritage.com to find 
articles from OldNews.com rather than searching directly on OldNews.com. 

• Once you find articles, you can integrate them directly into your family tree. 

• If you encounter text in an old, foreign language newspaper, you can use a tool like 
Google Gemini to translate an image of the text into modern English. 



 

 

Here is an example of a very old newspaperer  



 

 



 

 



 

 


