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MyHeritage's OldNews.com® is Good News for Genealogists

By James L. Tanner

Webinar held 17 September 2025

MyHeritage.com launched a new website called OldNews.com on March 1, 2024, during
the annual RootsTech.org conference. This platform offers a vast collection of historical
newspapers, making it a valuable tool for genealogists and historical researchers. It allows

users to search for detailed information about their ancestors by tracing names, locations,
and occupations.



https://www.oldnews.com/en
https://www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/

©) MyHeritage 2o

MyHeritage.com ———
. 4 d Old Introducing OldNews.com, A New
introduced OldNews.com Website for Exploring Historical
on 1 March 2024, during Newspapers
the annual RootsTech.org iy
Conference. Introducing

" OldNews™

X - by MyHeritage

We're delighted 1o announce the release of an innovative wobsao for histoncal
newspapers, by MyHeritage. OldNews.com enables genealogists, researchers, and history
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OldNews.com includes a large repository of newspaper pages from around the world,
including Europe, the United Kingdom, Canada, and Australia, in addition to extensive U.S.
content. This is especially useful for tracing ancestors with non-English or diverse
geographic origins.
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OldNews.com provides access to a "treasure trove" of over 400 million newspaper pages
from 75 countries, and the collection continues to expand with the addition of millions of

new pages.
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¢ Users can search by name, event, or keyword, and the results show zoomed-in
thumbnail images with the search terms highlighted.

¢ You can also filter searches by publication year and location.

Search by name, event, or keyword.
Results feature zoomed-in thumbnail
images with highlighted search terms.




Subscription and Access

Subscription-Based: OldNews.com is a subscription service.

Free Trial: A 7-day free trial is often available to explore the
content.

Subscription Plans:
OldNews.com Pro: A standalone annual subscription.

MyHeritage Omni Plan: Full access is included in the premium
Omni plan from MyHeritage, which also includes other features
like family tree tools and DNA webinars.

The website is a subscription-based service, but it often provides a 7-day free trial. You can
subscribe to OldNews.com as a standalone annual plan called OldNews.com Pro or get
full access through the MyHeritage Omni Plan, which includes other features like family
tree tools and DNA webinars.
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Newspapers are an excellent resource for gaining insight into the daily lives and culture of
the past. They often contain personal news items, especially in small towns, and can reveal
surprising details about an ancestor's life that might not be found elsewhere. You might
even find notices that list multiple relatives and family members.

| ucts t0 arms products should be made
George M. Cadaby. peesident of Utah Power and Light R«
pany, told thls 10 members

Death Takes § s, ™ "'

Mr. Gadshy recenily altended

Pioneer T e

jent of Defemae ot Washingion,
[

Of AriZOnO | Real progress In the wilica A

Newspapers supplement
other genealogical sources.
In this case, the information
about my Great-
grandmother, Frances Ann

fon ana sandardusiion of ma-
Francis Themas Coristensen. | fanal suihorities is bring made
8 mather of Jor L Owristen petly Mr. Gadoby added Me
pem. Balt Lake Oay oommine Bun podated sl that the - | 0N
ey, and eorly witier of @y has been reeeiving less | Quee
ratiern Arcens. dicd Tharsdty San twe per conl of natisnally

Thomas, is wrong. She was w Fra” Tier Chrmenn: Tt ot wen o ol JOIPA
o e vikan produis
not born in Nephi, Utah, i v t o Lk Gy st 0 1,0 Ure, S

frows e e Wken frem

she was born in Kanosh, mdeam 7 s eudh i Setdy e
TO BE PREPARED'  |osm i b i uit s e
Utah and her parents were e e i e st [ P e ;Ars. Jotnson
- . camp thie yeay has semumed are [B06 I S Jusmy Are; care PUCCUMDS

David Thomas and Adeline e et colled 1o st s Dy |17 Delped " coume ins O Salt Lak l
Springth I R e I e

o from . Gy, . o ey thed . ”~ late ollas 1900

pringthorpe. Surviving | 3rs.  Caristemsen' [0 e Tolord detnnen, | compe

“grre b ~d : »
e G S | [ e oo o » doucer, b Le8an
D FETE Limer and Frask Cheistensen | Jonas Ryser,
Flagaiatt and Moy ey | 1126 Thirteenth |
gan sod Jeo L Chrwteosen | of

ay Funfest G]ves Salt Lake Oay. 30 pramdchil.|

dren, and 38 greet-gremdotil- |

fo Aid Donor, 6] 7o

3 Nella. Bawihorpe of 368 Valley View |51 Josse Waed cha
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supplemented and verified by other sources.
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The presentation gives an example of the need to supplement sources with Frances Ann
Thomas, whose newspaper death notice incorrectly stated her birthplace. A family Bible
record later confirmed her correct birthplace and parentage.



A family Bible record kept by Frances Ann Thomas gave the
birthplace as Kanosh, Millard, Utah.

To ensure you have all the necessary information, you should save the entire newspaper
page, including the name of the publication, the date, and the place of the event.

You may find information in a variety

of areas and topics in newspapers.
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When working with historical newspapers, pay careful attention to the context and
potential for human error—misprints, biased reporting, or assumptions by journalists of the
time can all impact the accuracy of what you read. That’s why genealogists often
encourage corroborating newspaper information with records like censuses, vital
certificates, wills, and letters.



In small towns personal news
items shared front page news.
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You may learn
about incidents in
your ancestors’
lives that you never
heard about.
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It’s also wise to document your research process: note which search terms were most
effective, which newspapers were particularly fruitful for your region of interest, and any

dead ends encountered.



By approaching newspapers as both historical artifacts and living witnesses to the times,
researchers can uncover layers of nuance—local customs, shifting social norms, and the
language of everyday life. Each article offers a fragment of the past, whether it's a birth
announcement tucked between advertisements or a community event chronicled in poetic
detail. These glimpses not only fill gaps in official records but also provide texture and
humanity to names and dates on a pedigree chart.

Be sure to save the entire page
showing the name of the
newspaper and the date and
place of the event.
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information about

The newspaper may be the main source
of information about the family.

Joan Morgan Dies
After Brief Iliness

Joun Morgun, four-yecar-old
daughter of Mr, and Mra, Jiarold
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South street, died In a local hos-
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Morgan, and two brothers, Paul
and Calvin Morgan
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dny had not heen completed Mr
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torial staff of 'I'he DNeserel News.
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In many cases, hewspapers capture fleeting moments that formal documents overlook: a

neighbor’s recollection shared at a wedding, notes about school recitals, or the triumphs of

a hometown athlete. Even mistakes and inconsistencies in reporting can lead to

unexpected discoveries, prompting deeper investigation and fostering the kind of critical

thinking essential to genealogical research.



This not only helps organize your findings but also lays a breadcrumb trail for future
investigations—whether your own or a fellow researcher’s.
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Ultimately, the mosaic of clippings, obituaries, social columns, and event reports can
reveal a vibrant portrait of your ancestors’ world—full of triumphs, tragedies, and the
everyday stories that bring family history to life.

The integration of the OldNews.com with your family tree on MyHeritage.com may help
solve some of the difficult genealogical questions.



MyHeritage
provides Record
Matches for articles
from OldNews.com

There are more than
twenty people mentioned
with their relationships in
this death notice for my
Great-great-grandmother
Margaret Jarvis.
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A list of all the students who
graduated from the St. Johns
Stake Academy in Arizona
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It may be more efficient to use the Record Matches feature on MyHeritage.com to find
articles from OldNews.com rather than searching directly on OldNews.com.

e Onceyoufind articles, you can integrate them directly into your family tree.

e Ifyou encounter textin an old, foreign language newspaper, you can use a tool like
Google Gemini to translate an image of the text into modern English.




It is probably more
efficient to use the
Record Matches from
MyHeritage.com
rather that searching
on OldNews.com.

Yes, the
newspapers go
back to the 1600s.
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Here is an example of a very old newspaperer
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Drop an image of the
old text into Google
Gemini and it will
translate it.
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Gain insight into the daily
lives, culture, and major
events of the past.

The articles from OldNews.com can be integrated
directly into your family tree.

Start with a Name: Begin your search with an ancestor's
name. Use various spellings.

Add Keywords: Refine your search with keywords like a
location, occupation, or a family member's name.

Filter by Date and Place: Narrow down the results by
specifying a publication year or location.

Analyze the Results: Look for articles that mention your
ancestor. This could be a small blurb, a detailed obituary, or a
social column mention.

Save and Document: Save articles and cite them in your
family tree to preserve the findings.
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