From Despair to Cargoes of Hope:
WWII's Displaced Persons

Board for Certification of Genealogists® Presentation

C. Ann Staley, CG®, CGL®

ann@cannstaley.com | http://cannstaley.com

The United States Displaced Persons Act

During what was hoped to be the last months of World War I, the United States military
undertook the task of preparing for the end of the war and the ever-growing Displaced Persons’
(DP) problems. The Truman administration and various citizen organizations also tried to
alleviate the suffering of the DPs with various measures with not much success—the backing of
Congress and the American people were needed.

Eventually, Congress passed the Displaced Person Act of 1948 (S. 2242; Pub.L. 80-774; 62
Stat. 1009). President Truman signed it — with all its flaws — because he did not want the DPs to
have to wait. The purpose of the act, and its amendments, was “To authorize for a limited period
of time the admission into the United States of certain European displaced persons for
permanent residence, and for other purposes.” Based on specific criteria, eligible DPs could be
admitted to the U.S. if they would not become a public charge and have safe and sanitary
housing and employment without displacing some other person. The displaced person or
refugee was the concern of the International Refugee Organization. For the U.S., the Displaced
Persons Commission was put in place to oversee the Act's enactment.

Some of the Many Organizations
United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA)
» Established in 1943; became a part of the United Nations in 1945.
> It was abolished in 1947.
» Had a major role in assisting DPs in repatriation.
> “Records of the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration 1943-1948.”
United Nations Archives and Records Management Section.
https://archives.un.org/content/records-united-nations-relief-and-rehabilitation-
administration-1943%E2%80%931948

International Refugee Organization (IRO)

» Established in 1947 as a United Nations organization; it was the successor to the
UNRRA.

» It was responsible for “registering, repatriating, and resettling refugees and displaced
persons residing in Austria, Germany, and Italy.”

» Abolished in 1952. Functions were transferred to the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees established in 1951.

» “Constitution of the International Refugee Organization.” Library of Congress.
https://www.loc.gov/law/help/us-treaties/bevans/m-ust000004-0284.pdf
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Displaced Persons Commission (DPC)
» 25 Jun 1948 to 31 Aug 1952 provided supervision of the U.S. displaced persons
organization.
» National Archives Record Group 278 (Policy and administrative files).
» "Records of the Displaced Persons Commission (DPC)." The National Archives.
https://www.archives.gov/research/quide-fed-records/groups/278.html

National Catholic Welfare Conference (NCWC)

» Established in 1919 from the National Catholic War Council.

> In 1920 established a Bureau of Immigration to assist immigrants coming into the United

States.

» Settled approximately 151,700 persons.

> “Archive.” Center for Migration Studies (CMS) https://cmsny.org/about/archive/

» “Explore Archival Collections.” Center for Migration Studies (CMS).
https://cmsny.org/about/archive/collections/

Church World Service (CWS)
» Established in 1946.
» A Christian cooperative ministry providing refugee assistance.
» Settled approximately 51,000 persons.
» “Guide to the Church World Service Records.” Presbyterian Historical Society.
https://www.history.pcusa.org/collections/research-tools/quides-archival-collections/rg-
529

National Lutheran Council

> A Lutheran cooperative agency established in 1918. In 1966 it was replaced by the
Lutheran Council in the United States of America.
Settled approximately 42,000 persons.
Email sent 3 February 2023
“Archives.” Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).
https://www.elca.org/archives

Y VYV

United Service for New Americans (Jewish)
» Established in 1946 from a merger of the National Refugee Service and the Service to
Foreign Born Department of the National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW)
» Settled approximately 38,500 persons.
» “Records of the United Service for New Americans. Center for Jewish History.
https://archives.cjh.org/repositories/3/resources/13245

Resources

1. Arabian-Yugoslavian quotas 1946-1950. FSL Film 1,870,612, FamilySearch Library, Salt Lake City, UT

2. Armstrong, E. A., “40,000 D.P.’s Here or on the Way. No Fuss on Departure” Winnipeg (Canada) Free
Press, 30 Oct 1948, p. 1, cols. 5-7; digital images, NewspaperArchive
https://newspaperarchive.com/winnipeg-free-press-oct-30-1948-p-1/

3. “Arrivals-by Religious Group 2.” Records of the Displaced Person Commission, 1948-1952, Record
Group 278. Entry No. A1-18, Container 99. National Archives, College Park, Maryland.

4. “Boston Authority, Port of O’Connor.” Records of the Displaced Persons Commission, 1948-1952,
Record Group 278. Entry No. Al 7, Container 56. National Archives, College Park, Maryland.
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5. Chamberlain, Joseph P. "The Fate of Refugees and Displaced Persons." Proceedings of the Academy
of Political Science, Vol. 22, No. 2 (1947): 84-94. JSTOR. https://www.jstor.org/stable/1173027

6. "CMS Archive Finding Guides Now Available Online” CMS Center for Migration Studies.
https://cmsny.org/cms-archives-online/ [Provides the records of the National Catholic Welfare
Conference’s Bureau of Immigration through 1975.]

» “Archive.” Center for Migration Studies (CMS) https://cmsny.org/about/archive/
» “Explore Archival Collections.” Center for Migration Studies (CMS).
https://cmsny.org/about/archive/collections/

7. Commonwealth Pier, South Boston, Mass. Photograph. Library of Congress.
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2016814103/

8. United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. https://www.ushmm.org/

»> ‘“Displaced Persons." United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/displaced-persons

9. “Displaced Persons Act of 1948.” USCode.
https://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=62&page=1009# [P.L. 774 -- 80th Cong., Ch.
647 -- 2d Sess.]

10. “Displaced Persons Act of 1950. Library of Congress. https://maint.loc.gov/law/help/statutes-at-
large/81st-congress/session-2/c81s2ch262.pdf [P.L. 555 -- 81st Cong., Ch. 262 -- 2d Sess.]

11. "Displaced Persons: Administration.” United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/displaced-persons-administration

12. Displaced Person Immigration Correspondence, 1948-1952. FSL Film 2,021,286, FamilySearch
Library, Salt Lake City, UT

13. “Displaced Persons — Policy and Unnamed Cases.” Records of U.S. Occupation Headquarters, World
War Il, 1923-1972, Record Group 260. Entry No. A1-176, Container 19. National Archives, College
Park, Maryland.

14. “Displaced Persons Newspapers, 1947-1947.” Records of United States Army, Europe, 1942-1991,
Record Group 549. Entry No. A1-19, Container 656. National Archives, College Park, Maryland.

15. “DP: Inquiries Concerning Displaced Persons.” Records of the War Department, General and Special
Staffs, 1860-1952, Record Group 165. Entry No. NM84 476, Container 829. National Archives,
College Park, Maryland.

16. “DPC-Monthly Stat. Release.” Records of the Displaced Person Commission, 1948-1952, Record
Group 278. Entry No. A1-18, Container 99. National Archives, College Park, Maryland.

17. “Expellee Pipeline.” Records of the Displaced Person Commission, 1948-1952, Record Group 278.
Entry No. A1-18, Container 99. National Archives, College Park, Maryland.

18. “FamilySearch Catalog.” FamilySearch. https://www.familysearch.org/en/united-states/ [Check the
library catalog to find a listing of their holding for your research area. Search under the city, county,
and state.]

19. “First Shipload of DPs Lands in New York; 813 Start New Life.” The Sunday Star (Washington, DC),
31 Oct 1948, p. A-1, col. 7; digital images, Library of Congress.
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1948-10-31/ed-1/seq-1/, Chronicling America:
Historic American Newspapers.

20. German displaced persons, carrying their few belongings, crowd behind a rope and double strand of
barbed wire as they wait in Berlin's Anhalter Station to leave the German capital. Berlin Germany,
1945. Photograph. Library of Congress. https://www.loc.gov/item/93508795/

21. “Handbook for Displaced Persons.” Records of the Displaced Persons Commission, 1948-1952,
Record Group 278. Entry No. Al 7, Container 56. National Archives, College Park, Maryland.

22. “lllinois Displaced Persons Committee.” Records of the Displaced Persons Commission, 1948-1952,
Record Group 278. Entry No. Al 2, Container 41. National Archives, College Park, Maryland.

23. “Index to Displaced Persons and Repatriates, ca 1943-ca1947.” Records of Allied Operational and
Occupation Headquarters, World War Il, 1907-1966, Record Group 331. Entry No. UD 1928B,
Container 1. National Archives, College Park, Maryland.

24. Library of Congress. https://www.loc.gov/

25. National Archives. https://www.archives.gov/
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26. “New York-Displaced Persons Wave Greeting to United States.” The Sunday Star (Washington, DC),
31 Oct 1948, p. A-4, cols. 2-4; digital images, Library of Congress.
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1948-10-31/ed-1/seq-4/, Chronicling America:
Historic American Newspapers.

27. Priolo, Gary P., NavSource Online: Service Ship Photo Archive. NavSource Naval History.
http://www.navsource.org/archives/09/22/092213508.jpg [General W. M. Black]

, Gary P., NavSource Online: Service Ship Photo Archive. NavSource Naval History.
http://www.navsource.org/archives/09/22/092215711.ijpg [General C. C. Ballou]

29. “Records of Displaced Persons Prisons, 1945-1949.” Records of U.S. Occupation Headquarters,
World War 1, 1923-1972, Record Group 260. Entry No. A1 1715, Container 1085. National
Archives, College Park, Maryland.

30. “Stadt. Fulda (1)” Displaced Person Lists, 1946-1948. Records of U.S. Occupation Headquarters,
World War I, 1923-1972, Record Group 260. Entry No. A1-69, Container 1. National Archives,
College Park, Maryland.

31. Statement and Directive by the President on Immigration to the United States of Certain Displaced
Persons and Refugees in Europe.” Harry S Truman Library & Museum.
https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/library/public-papers/225/statement-and-directive-president-
immigration-united-states-certain

32. The News and Views (Jacksonville, N.C.), 17 April 1952, p. 6, cols. 5-6; digital images, Library of
Congress. https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn92074061/1952-04-17/ed-1/seq-6/, Chronicling
America: Historic American Newspapers.

33. Unaccompanied Allied Children Case Files, 1946-1951. FSL Film 1,927,678, Items 8-28.
FamilySearch Library, Salt Lake City, UT

28.

Additional Resources

34. Berger, Joseph. Displaced Persons: Growing up American after the Holocaust. New York: Scribner,
2001. [Story of his family (all immigrants) and their journey as Displaced Persons.]

35. Daniels, Roger. Guarding the Golden Door: American Immigration Policy and Immigrants since 1882.
New York: Hill and Wang, 2004.

36. De Zayas, Alfred M. The German Expellees: Victims in War and Peace. New York: St. Martin’s Press,
1993 [Originally published as Anmerkungen zur Vertreibung der Deutschen aus dem Osten and
translated from the original German by John A. Koehler.]

37. Dinnerstein, Leonard. “The U.S. Army and the Jews: Policies Toward the Displaced Persons after

World War I1.” An American Jewish Historical Society Quarterly Publication, 68:3 (March 1979): 353

38. "Displaced Persons Act.” Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Displaced Persons_Act

39. “Displaced Persons Act Amendment of 1950.” U.S. Statutes at Large, Volume 64, Part 1 (1950-1951),
81st Congress, Session 2. Pg 219. Library of Congress.
https://www.loc.gov/resource/llsalvol.llsal 064

40. "Displaced Persons Camps in Post-World War Il Europe." Wikipedia.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Displaced persons camps in_post-World War |l Europe

41. "Displaced Person Transports: Cargo of Hope." The Mast Magazine, 1948. U.S. Maritime Service
Veterans. American Merchant Marine at War. http://www.usmm.org/dp.html

42. "FamilySearch Digital Library." FamilySearch. https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/ [This
collection of more than 500,000 digitized genealogy and family history publications includes family
histories, county and local histories, etc.]

43. Genizi, Haim. America’s Fair Share: The Admission and Resettlement of Displaced Persons, 1945-
1952. Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1993.

44. Hitchcock, William I. The Bitter Road to Freedom: A New History of the Liberation of Europe. New
York: Free Press, 2008. [Has a chapter each on the UNRRA and DP camps.]

45. Kleiman, Miriam. “An Orphan of the Holocaust: His Journey to America.” Prologue, 44:2 (Summer
2012): 14-20 (Quarterly of the National Archives and Records Administration.) Also available
online: National Archives. https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2012/summer/pupa.htmi
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46. Lindsay, Mela Meisner. A Window into the Iron Curtain: A Series of Interviews with Russian-German
Displaced Persons (DPs) Who Fled Russia during World War 11, 1941. Titan Publishing Company,
1972.

47. Peters, Gerhard and John T. Woolley. “Statement by the President upon Signing the Displaced
Persons Act. The American Presidency Project.
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/statement-the-president-upon-signing-the-displaced-
persons-act

48. “Record Group Concept.” Guide to Federal Records. National Archives.
https://www.archives.gov/research/quide-fed-records/index-numeric/concept.htmi

49. "Records Relating to World War Il Era Refugees, Displaced Persons, Relief and War Crimes." The
National Archives. https://www.archives.gov/research/military/ww?2/refugees

50. “Refugees and displaced persons: Resolution of 3 October 1946 (document E/236) E/RES/18 (lII).”
UNHCR. The UN Refugee Agency. https://www.unhcr.org/publications/refugees-and-displaced-
persons-resolution-3-october-1946-document-e-236

51. Smith, Marcus J. The Harrowing of Hell: Dachau. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1972. [First person account of a Displaced Person camp by a U.S. Medical Officer assigned there.]

52. “Statement and Directive by the President on Immigration to the United States of Certain Displaced
Persons and Refugees in Europe.” The American Presidency Project.
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/statement-and-directive-the-president-immigration-
the-united-states-certain-displaced

53. Tennant, Lieut. (JG) John K, USMS. “Cargo of Hopes.” The Mast Magazine, (December 1948): 17-19,
24, 37

54. "The Aftermath of the Holocaust: Effects on Survivors." United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/the-aftermath-of-the-holocaust?series=48246

55. "The Displaced Persons Act of 1948 (Amended 1950)." Tenement Museum. http://tenement-
museum.blogspot.com/2010/07/displaced-persons-act-of-1948-amended.html|

56. “USS General W. M. Black (AP-135).” Wikipedia.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lUSS General W. M. Black (AP-135)

57. Vaart, Andres. “To Close Out the Displaced Persons Law Story—April 1952.” Rummaging through
Andy's Memory Shack. https://www.fanande.net/?cat=7 [He and his mother were DPs; various
stories from memory and others. Might have to scroll down the page.]\

58. “World War Il and Immigration.” Immigration to the United States.
https://immigrationtounitedstates.org/319-world-war-ii-and-immigration.html

59. Wyman, Mark. DP: Europe’s Displaced Persons, 1945-1951. Philadelphia: Balch Institute Press,
1989.

JSTOR

60. Arnold-Forster, W. "U.N.R.R.A.'s Work for Displaced Persons in Germany." International Affairs
(Royal Institute of International Affairs 1944-), Vol. 22, No. 1 (1946): 1-13. JSTOR.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3017866

61. Bradway, John S., and Alona E. Evans. "The Refugee Problem: An International Legal
Tangle." American Bar Association Journal, Vol. 44, No. 4 (1958): 333-37. JSTOR.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/25720339

62. Davie, Maurice R. "Immigration and Naturalization." The American Jewish Year Book, Vol. 51 (1950):
127-33. JSTOR. https://www.jstor.org/stable/23603738

63. , Maurice R. "Immigration and Refugee Aid." The American Jewish Year Book, Vol. 50 (1948):
223-36. JSTOR. https://www.jstor.org/stable/23603340
64. , Maurice R., and Samuel Koenig. "Adjustment of Refugees to American Life." The Annals of

the American Academy of Political and Social Science, Vol. 262 (1949): 159-65. JSTOR.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/1026985

65. "Displaced Persons Still Displaced." Social Service Review, Vol. 23, No. 2 (1949): 234-35. JSTOR.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/30018271

66. "Europe's Homeless Millions." Social Service Review, Vol. 20, No. 1 (1946): 98-99. JSTOR.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/30014830
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80.
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82.
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Handel, Alexander F. "Public Assistance and Displaced Persons: A Report on Policy Letter No.
7." Social Work Journal, Vol. 31, No. 2 (1950): 84-85. JSTOR.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/23706195

Handel, Alexander F. and Melvin A. Glasser. "Social Planning for New Americans." Social Work
Journal, Vol. 30, No. 2 (1949): 55-62. JSTOR. https://www.jstor.org/stable/23710786

"Hope for Entry of Displaced Persons." Social Service Review, Vol. 22, No. 1 (1948): 81-84. JSTOR.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/30019649

Hyman, Abraham S. "Displaced Persons." The American Jewish Year Book, Vol. 51 (1950): 315-24.
JSTOR. https://www.jstor.org/stable/23603777

, Abraham S. "Displaced Persons." The American Jewish Year Book, Vol. 52 (1951): 305-12.
JSTOR. https://www.jstor.org/stable/23604644

Jaroszynska-Kirchmann, Anna. "The Mobilization of American Polonia for the Cause of the Displaced
Persons." Polish American Studies, Vol. 58, No. 1 (2001): 29-62. JSTOR.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/20148599

Minton, George. "Integration of Displaced Persons into U. S. Economic Life." Monthly Labor
Review, Vol. 75, No. 6 (1952): 611-14. JSTOR. https://www.jstor.org/stable/41832973

Murphy, H. B. M. "Assimilating the Displaced Person." The Australian Quarterly, Vol. 24, No. 1 (1952):
46-59. JSTOR. https://www.jstor.org/stable/41317654

O'Connor, Flannery. "The Displaced Person.” The Sewanee Review, Vol. 62, No. 4 (1954): 634-54.
JSTOR. https://www.jstor.org/stable/27538394

Proudfoot, Malcolm J. "The Anglo-American Displaced Persons Program for Germany and
Austria." The American Journal of Economics and Sociology, Vol. 6, No. 1 (1946): 33-54. JSTOR.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3483981

Rimmer, Janet E. "The Meaning of Homelessness as Seen in a Community of Displaced
Persons." British Journal of Psychiatric Social Work, Vol. 1, No. 2 (1947): 80-86. JSTOR.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/23700458

Rosenfield, Geraldine. "Germany." The American Jewish Year Book, Vol. 48 (1946): 302-15. JSTOR.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/23602814

Schnepp, Gerald J., S. M. "What America Is Doing to Accommodate Displaced Persons.” The
American Catholic Sociological Review, Vol. 9, No. 1 (1948): 9-18. JSTOR.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3706490

Tanenbaum, David E. "The Family Agency as a Community Resource for the Adjustment of Displaced
Persons." Social Service Review, Vol. 25, No. 1 (1951): 14-18. JSTOR.
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Wycisto, Aloysius J. "New Americans of Polish Descent." Polish American Studies, Vol. 16, No. 3/4
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Newspapers:

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

Beine, Joe. Historical Newspapers and Indexes on the Internet - USA: A Genealogy Research Guide.
https://www.researchquides.net/newspapers.htm

“Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers.” Library of Congress.
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov

Old Fulton New York Post Cards. https://fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html [Claims over 57 million
digitized pages. Wonderful for New York historical newspapers.]

United States Newspaper Program. https://www.neh.gov/us-newspaper-program [National effort to
locate and preserve U. S. newspapers on microfilm.]

"Your Guide to Using Newspapers for Genealogical Research." Bobbie's Genealogy Classroom.
http://www.barbsnow.net/Newspapers.htm
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