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The Genealogical Proof Standard 

The Genealogical Proof Standard is the “measuring stick” by which we assess the accuracy and reliability of 

our genealogical conclusions. Each of the following criteria must be met; the GPS cannot be partially met 

because each point is tied to each of the others. 

• Reasonably exhaustive research—emphasizing original records providing participants’ information—

for all evidence that might answer a genealogist’s question about an identity, relationship, event, or 

situation[;] 

• Complete, accurate citations to the source or sources of each information item contributing—directly, 

indirectly, or negatively—to answers about that identity, relationship, event, or situation[;] 

• Tests—through processes of analysis and correlation—of all sources, information items, and evidence 

contributing to an answer to a genealogical question or problem[;] 

• Resolution of conflicts among evidence items pertaining to the proposed answer[;] 

• A soundly reasoned, coherently written conclusion based on the strongest available evidence.1 

 

 

  

 
1 Board for Certification of Genealogists, Genealogy Standards, 2nd ed. (Nashville, Tenn.: Ancestry, 2019), 1–3. 
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Genealogical Publishing Co., 2001. 

Jones, Thomas W., Ph.D., CG, CGL, FASG. Mastering Genealogical Proof. Arlington, Va.: National 
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———. “Reasoning from Evidence.” In Mills, Elizabeth Shown, CG, CGL, FASG, ed. Professional Genealogy: 
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Ancestry, Heirship, and Family History. Laguna Hills, Calif.: Aegean Park Press, 1979. 

 

For more case studies using the principles of sound and thorough research, utilizing the Genealogical Proof 
Standard, read: 

National Genealogical Society Quarterly (published by the National Genealogical Society since 1912, 

http://www.ngsgenealogy.org) 

The American Genealogist (published since 1922, http://www.americangenealogist.com/) 

The Genealogist (published since 1980; by the American Society of Genealogists since 1997, 

http://fasg.org/TheGenealogist.html) 
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About the Case Study 

In 2010 the U.S. National Park Service discovered the underground remains of slave cabins that formerly 

stood on land now part of Monocacy National Battlefield. This land had once been part of a plantation 

owned by the Vincendiere family, French refugees from Saint Domingue who became the largest slaveowners 

in Frederick County, Maryland, with both 1800 and 1810 federal censuses reporting 90 slaves owned, 

including several brought with them from Saint Domingue. 

Enslaved persons discussed in this presentation: 

Pierre Louis. Brought from Saint Domingue to Maryland. Ran away and recaptured. Succesfully sued 

for his freedom. 

Manuel. Brought from Saint Domingue to Maryland. Bequeathed by will. Sold to Louisiana. Inherited 

from intestate estate. Appears in mortgages and probate records. 

Carolyn Ridgely. Manumitted with an infant daughter while adult sons remained enslaved. Appears in 

numerous records. 

 

For published works documenting researc, see: 
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L’Hermitage Slave Village Community.” In U. S. National Park Service, National Capital 

Region. Archaeological Investigation of the L’Hermitage Slave Village. Occasional Report no. 20. 

Washington: U. S. Government Printing Office, 2014. 

———. “In the Shadow of Rebellions: Maryland Ridgelys in Slavery and Freedom.” National Genealogical 

Society Quarterly 100 (2012): 245–66. 

———. “Tracing Seventeen Enslaved African Americans of the ‘Second Middle Passage’ from Maryland to 

Louisiana.” National Genealogical Society 108 (2020): 21–42. 

———. “Baltimore to New Orleans on a Slave-Traders’ Ship.” National Genealogical Society 108 (2020): 42–

44. 
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Stone, Robin D. “A Legacy of Love & Pride.” Essence Magazine. Feb 2011.  
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