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Old family photographs serve as invaluable windows into our ancestral past. They provide us
with a tangible connection to the generations that came before us. These images hold a wealth
of untold stories, capturing moments, faces, and places that might otherwise be lost to time.

Through careful examination, we can glean a treasure trove of information from these
photographs. Details in attire, hairstyles, and settings can offer vital clues about the era in which
they were taken. Faces in a photograph can reveal familial resemblances, and group shots may
provide insights into relationships, social dynamics and even personalities.

Moreover, photos can bridge gaps in our family narrative. They bring names to faces, enabling
us to identify relatives we may have only heard about in stories. This visual record enriches our
family tree, breathing life into the names and dates we meticulously gather.

Step #1 - Scan Your Old Family Photographs
Preserving old photos through digitization not only safeguards them from physical wear and tear
but also ensures they can be easily shared and stored for generations to come.

When scanning, use a flatbed scanner or one of the photo scanning apps available such as the
Reimagine app by MyHeritage. Avoid scanners that require you to use an automatic feeder.
These could damage your photographs.

Genealogy Tip: As you embark on this process, remember to label each scanned photo with
relevant details. Names, dates, and locations make your photos easy to find in the future.

Step #2 - Upload Your Photos to MyHeritage
Now that you've digitized your precious family photos, it's time to upload your photos to
MyHeritage. This step allows you to use the power of MyHeritage's photo tools.
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Once uploaded, take a moment to organize your photos. Add relevant tags, names, and dates
to make them easily searchable.

Step #3 - Enhance Those Photographs!
Now it's time to breathe new life into your photos. The 'Enhance Photos' and 'Repair' tools are
your allies in this endeavor.

The Enhance Photos Tool

The 'Enhance Photos' tool employs advanced deep learning technology to sharpen and clarify
images. It's a simple yet powerful way to bring out hidden details in your photos, and that’s
where we can find family history clues!

To Use:

● Select the photo you wish to enhance from your collection.
● Click on the 'Enhance' button in the toolbar above the photo.
● Watch as the tool works its magic.
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The Repair Tool

For photographs that may have suffered from creases, tears, or other forms of damage, the
'Repair' tool comes to the rescue.

To Use:

● Select a photo in need of restoration.
● Select the “Repair” button from the tools above the photo.

The Color Correction Tool
Now that your photos are enhanced, it's time to consider color correction.

Typically, if the photo is already in color, I will go ahead and correct the colors. If the original
photo is black and white or sepia toned, I usually wait until after I’ve done my analysis of the
photograph to colorize. (It's a personal choice, really.)

To Use:

● Select the photo you wish to colorize or color correct.
● Select the “Color” button from the tools above the photo.

Step #4 - Dating Old Photos

Dating old family photos is crucial in identifying the individuals, but also in analyzing the family
history clues correctly. MyHeritage’s Photo Dater tool is a great place to start!

The Photo Dater will offer an estimated date for a photograph as well as a confidence
prediction. Not all photos will have an estimated date which indicates the tool is not able to
make that prediction. This is especially true with poor quality photographs.

It is important as researchers to have a basic understanding of dating family photos, in order to
verify the estimated dates and/or date photos where an estimated date was not given.
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Step #5 - Analyze the Photograph for Clues

Now that you’ve brought your family photos to life, it's time to start searching for those family
clues. This step is where we delve deep into the details, uncovering hidden stories and
connections.

A Close Up Look at Faces

Starting with those facial features note the:

● Shape of the face
● The tilt of head
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● Eye shape
● Shape of nose
● Symmetry or asymmetry of features
● Scars or birthmarks
● Demeanor - This is less obvious, but if you are fortunate to have more than one photo of

an individual, you can potentially see a pattern emerge across them.

The Individuals

Looking at the individuals, notice:

● The pose and positioning of the people. Are they close together, or standing apart?
Are arms crossed or open in a relaxed position.

● Posture - Is an individual’s posture full of tension or relaxed?
● The clothes. Are they in their finest or in more casual clothes? Do the clothes indicate a

specific occupation or a specific culture? Do the clothes match what you know about the
family’s socio-economic status?

The Backgrounds

Look beyond the photograph’s subjects to the buildings and backgrounds!

● Notice any family homes. Are they small or large? Are they in good repair? Do you see
power lines coming to the house? Are there any outbuildings? What you see can lead
you to seek out clues to their socioeconomic status or to seek out deeds for the home
and property.

● What does the terrain look like? Can you identify any crops, trees or other vegetation?
For photographs in the city, what stores do you see? Are there signs that provide clues
to the area? If so, add learning about that street/neighborhood to your research plan.

● Take a close look at any food tables! This leads to clues to the foods they ate and
your culinary heritage.

● Do not overlook people in the background! This tells you who interacted with whom.
Even if it’s a once a year family reunion photo, notice who shows up! These family
members are important to each other. Include the children in this, too!

Genealogy Tip: Often the most informative photos are the candid photographs. Do not overlook
them!

Your Challenge
Pull your old family photos out of the closet, explore the MyHeritage photo tools and start pulling
clues to your ancestors’ stories, lives and personalities out of those photos!
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