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Takeaways 

 Reasonably exhaustive research uncovers conflicts and provides the means to resolve them. 
 Correlation is the key to success. 
 Logic and reasoning tie together evidence from documentary and genetic sources. 
 Learn as much as you can about Irish immigrant families in the United States before jumping the pond. 

Analyze the Starting Point 

Genealogists conduct a starting point analysis. This case study begins with the proven identity of my 
adopted great-grandmother’s biological father Charles W. Mapes, the biological son of Elsworth Anthony 
Mapes and his wife, Hannah Goodlow. Newlyweds “Anna” and Anthony Mapes lived with David 
Goodlow’s presumed family in 1860 in Rock Island County, Illinois.   

Craft the Research Question 

Who were the parents of David Goodlow who married Nancy Farlow on 22 November 1841 in Rock 
Island County? 
A carefully crafted research question helps to create an efficient research plan. Research questions uniquely 
identify the subject by time, place, and in relationship to another person.  

Plan for Research in Documentary Sources 

The flexible research plan identifies sources likely to provide information relevant to the time and place 
specified in the research question—1840 to 1870 in Rock Island County, Illinois. Conduct a literature survey. 
Study historical context. Conduct reasonably exhaustive research of the family, friends, associates, and 
neighbors. Create a timeline. The Illinois research included: 

• county histories 

• federal and state censuses 

• federal land records 

• county mortgage, deed, and probate records  

• marriage records 

• church records 

• cemetery records 

• newspapers 
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Plan for Research in Genetic Sources 

Begin with selecting base test takers who descend from the child of the research target. Consider the best 
combination of test takers who will provide genome coverage for that child.  
Select descendants: 

• who descend from different children of the subject 

• who are the closest generation to the research subject 

• whose pedigrees are accurate and complete 

Mine Information from Independent Records to Expand the Research Plan 

Extend the research to include the children of the research subject. Reconstruct the family downstream of 
the target research couple. Mine children’s records for details about their parents’ births. Note all conflicting 
evidentiary items. The Illinois research led to a new research plan about crossing the plains migration to 
Oregon in the 1864. 

Identify the Matches (Focal Study Group) 

Mine the match lists for a genetic network of matches who descend from the research subjects’ children. 
Correlate the amount of shared DNA with the known traced relationships among the focal study group 
members. Conduct pedigree evaluation and mitigate any problems.  

Reconstruct the Research Subject’s Kin This Side of the Ocean 
Reasonably exhaustive research provides meager and conflicting information about David Goodlow’s 
siblings and parents.  

Conduct Surname Survey in Ireland 

Atypically, a quick surname check for Goodlow and variants suggests few people with the surname in the mid- 
nineteenth century. They are all located in County Louth.  

Research Broadly in Irish Parish Registers 

Given the paucity of individuals with the Goodlow surname, the research in parish records includes all of 
Ireland for the time period. The research reveals meaningful results, but the three hypothesized siblings 
were each baptized in different counties across the island. Careful mining reveals that the hypothesized 
father was a member of the County Louth militia.  

Study Historical Context of Irish Militia Services from 1800–1830 

The study of Irish militia histories aids the interpretation of information mined from parish records. Many 
soldiers who served in the Irish militia from 1793–1803 remained continuously in service. The family of 
militiamen often accompanies the regiment. Thus, baptisms of their children often occurred in distant 
counties.  

Correlate Information from Baptismal Records with Specific Militia Movement 

County militia movement is documented using newspaper articles and militia histories. While the differing 
birthplaces are troubling, correlation of the baptismal places with the Louth County militia movement 
addresses the concern. 

Documentary Research Reconstructs the Family and Adds Details to the Family History 

Many Irish military records were housed at the National Archives at Kew and not destroyed in the 1922 
explosion and fire at the Public Record Office. Research in military records can provide critical information, 
such as ages and birthplaces, helpful in family reconstruction. 
Landlord estate papers add details to narrate the family history.  
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Analyze the Evidence and Test the Hypothesis 

Detailing the evidence and reasoning in written form helps the researcher identify and fill gaps in the logic. 
Any competing hypotheses must be ruled out. Try as hard to disprove your hypothesis as you try to prove it. 
Make sure to rule out, instead of ruling in.  

Prove the Conclusion 
A written documented conclusion meets the Genealogical Proof Standard when the evidence 

assemblage points to one answer and any conflicts are resolved. Reasoning is the glue that ties the 

documentary and genetic evidence together.  
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Good luck on your genealogical journey! 

Follow the trail to see where the 

evidence leads. 
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