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Learn how to identify and use original marks and signatures as
tools to untangle the shadowy identities of our forebears.

Source Analysis:

Sources can be any container of information.! Evidence Explained defines sources as
“artifacts, books, digital files, documents, film, people, photographs, recordings,
websites, etc.” (p.23).2

Sources should be classified as original, derivative, or authored narrative. The
classification of sources as original or derivative can sometimes be unclear due to
the existence of records such as duplicate originals, record copies, and image copies.
Close scrutiny of the source, as described in Standard 35, can help clarify the
classification.

Standard 35:
“genealogists appraise each source’s likely accuracy, integrity, and
completeness.  This  appraisal considers the  source’s

characteristics.”3

! Board for Certification of Genealogists, Genealogy Standards, second ed., rev. (Nashville, Tenn.:
Ancestry.com, 2021), 89.

? Elizabeth Shown Mills, Evidence Explained: Citing History Sources from Artifacts to Cyberspace (Baltimore:
Genealogical Publishing Company, 2017), 23.

* Board for Certification of Genealogists, Genealogy Standards, 21.



Source:

“artifacts, books, digital files, documents, film, people,
photographs, recordings, websites, etc.”#

Is it a(n)...

Original?
The first version of the
written record, photo,

audio/video recording, etc.

Derivative?
Sources created from

and/or after the originals.

Authored Narrative?
A mix as often seen in
historical narratives.

Unclear on whether it’s an original or derivative?

Duplicate Original
Versions created at the
same time as an original,
likely by the same person

Record Copy
Clerk’s copies of original
records copied into official
books for use in court

Image Copy
Photos or copies of original
records that do not alter
the original image

4 Mills, Evidence Explained, 23; also see Board for Certification of Genealogists, Genealogy Standards, 89.




Incorporating evidence gleaned from sources:

When seeking to utilize marks and signatures as identifying tools, one document alone
does not constitute proof of identity.

Standard 17.Extent
“Whether a genealogical question is simple or complex, the
research plan aims for ‘reasonably exhaustive’ research, required
for genealogical proof. Thorough research gathers sufficient data to
test-and to support or reject-hypotheses concerning identities,
relationships, events, and situations.”>

Standard 47. Evidence Correlation
“Genealogists test their evidence by comparing and contrasting
evidence items. They use such correlation to discover parallels,
patterns, and inconsistencies including points at which evidence
items agree, conflict, or both.”®
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