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EARLY CLUES 

 1903 letter from Adam Cosner (NE) to Henry Cosner (ILL) 
 History of Sacramento County California- biographical sketch of Robert Cosner 

 
RECENT CLUES & RESEACH 

 “Pennsylvania and New Jersey Church and Town Records, 1708-1985,” database,  
Ancestry 

 1800-1840 research and analysis  
 copies of John & Ann (White) Cosner bible records, family of Adam & Elizabeth Cosner  
 Cosner/Kastner tax & deed research – Chester Co PA & Hardy Co (West) VA  

 
CONFLICTING EVIDENCE 

 (Philip) PETER Cosner of Bucks Co, & Chester Co, PA 
 PHILIP (Peter) of Chester Co, PA & Hardy Co, (West) VA 
 Revolutionary War Service  of  Philip Peter Cosner and other Cosners 
 Questionable German record transcription on ancestry.com database  

 
THREE COSNER/COSTNER/KASTNER 18th Century Families from Germany to PA 

 (Philip) PETER Cosner/Castner, arrived 1732 aboard the Pink Plaisance 
 George ADAM Cosner arrived 1748 aboard the Patience 
 PHILIPP (Peter) Kastner arrived 1763 aboard the Chance  

 
CONCLUSION 

 Kastner and Related Spellings Y-DNA Project 
 8  sources giving proof to Adam’s  parentage  

 

 

Descendants of Adam Cosner (1763-1849) of Lancaster County Pennsylvania have been                   
searching for years for proof of his German ancestry. Many suspected he was connected to the family 
of Philip Peter Cosner of Thaleischweiler-Froschen Pflalz, Bayern, Germany and Hardy County, [West] 
Virginia.  Two sources support the Cosners’ German origins but differ on where they first settled.  
Pennsylvania and Ohio genealogical records connected with those for a German immigrant who died 
in Virginia reveal Adam’s parents and his most likely birthplace.   Note:  numerous spellings used  
include  Cosner, Casner, Kastner, Castner, Cossinor, Cossinour.                                                                           



                              

            1903 Letter from Adam Cosner of Clarks, Nebraska to William H Cosner of Kewanee, Illinois 

                             

Family births page from John Cosner bible                                    Family deaths page from John Cosner bible 



  

                            Adam Cosner 1841 Power of Attorney to nephew Daniel F Cosner  

 
 

 
                                 Philipp Peter Kastner 1732 baptismal certificate 
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