MISLED BY RECORDS: Identifying Adam Cosner’s Parentage

Pam Stone Eagleson, CG®
25 Woodland Avenue, Kennebunk, Maine 04043

Descendants of Adam Cosner (1763-1849) of Lancaster County Pennsylvania have been
searching for years for proof of his German ancestry. Many suspected he was connected to the family
of Philip Peter Cosner of Thaleischweiler-Froschen Pflalz, Bayern, Germany and Hardy County, [West]
Virginia. Two sources support the Cosners’ German origins but differ on where they first settled.
Pennsylvania and Ohio genealogical records connected with those for a German immigrant who died
in Virginia reveal Adam’s parents and his most likely birthplace. Note: numerous spellings used
include Cosner, Casner, Kastner, Castner, Cossinor, Cossinour.

EARLY CLUES
» 1903 letter from Adam Cosner (NE) to Henry Cosner (ILL)
» History of Sacramento County California- biographical sketch of Robert Cosner

RECENT CLUES & RESEACH
» “Pennsylvania and New Jersey Church and Town Records, 1708-1985,” database,
Ancestry
» 1800-1840 research and analysis
» copies of John & Ann (White) Cosner bible records, family of Adam & Elizabeth Cosner
» Cosner/Kastner tax & deed research — Chester Co PA & Hardy Co (West) VA

CONFLICTING EVIDENCE
» (Philip) PETER Cosner of Bucks Co, & Chester Co, PA
» PHILIP (Peter) of Chester Co, PA & Hardy Co, (West) VA
» Revolutionary War Service of Philip Peter Cosner and other Cosners
» Questionable German record transcription on ancestry.com database

THREE COSNER/COSTNER/KASTNER 18" Century Families from Germany to PA
» (Philip) PETER Cosner/Castner, arrived 1732 aboard the Pink Plaisance
» George ADAM Cosner arrived 1748 aboard the Patience
» PHILIPP (Peter) Kastner arrived 1763 aboard the Chance

CONCLUSION
» Kastner and Related Spellings Y-DNA Project
» 8 sources giving proof to Adam’s parentage
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1903 Letter from Adam Cosner of Clarks, Nebraska to William H Cosner of Kewanee, lllinois

;?ﬂ/ﬁ{ f}a" PRL - Ll S 3’?
_ /Wufcw b fh &
Gtild

'fa:f/m/ax( 2 A b s

;7 e
-7

ﬁ.

e AR

ct Va4 (’M 426“2‘6114“
\ ,’/j.eh S @7 i S RGN
Npders o /G 2//6"
ggé’jé’&%/—éaﬁ?a’//\ a&z&o;éf?-r‘:
Diggeardlict; T £t e
s /? (/75 7»/c/q, 7.05:.& {%mw
t

~
1“ PR

S —".:ﬂw"-\-:- e

é/«af /},”’,4"){,.:?,-\-("\
; C {da/ub fdawr /fa/f';’""

Family births page from John Cosner bible Family deaths page from John Cosner bible
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Adam Cosner 1841 Power of Attorney to nephew Daniel F Cosner

Philipp Peter Kastner 1732 baptismal certificate
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WEBSITES of INTEREST
Ancestry.Com databases, “Pennsylvania and New Jersey Church and Town Records, 1669—2013"
“Pennsylvania, Tax and Exoneration, 1768-1801"

FamilyTreeDNA, Kastner and Related Spellings Y-DNA Project
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/kastner/about/background

Genealogy.com, Re: Descendant of Adam Costner from Costner Forum
https://www.genealogy.com/forum/surnames/topics/costner/280/

Kurt Kastner, compiler, Kastner and other families in Pennsylvania,
https://www.kastners.info/pennsylvania.html

Sandy Norton compiler, website on The Kastner Family in Thaleischweiler-Fréschen
https://web.archive.org/web/20151230023545/http:/sandysfamily.rootsweb.ancestry.com/Philip Peter.html
PA Historical & Museum Commission, Oaths of Fidelity and Abjuration and List of Oath Takers

http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/portal/communities/documents/1681-1776/oaths-fidelity.html
ProGenealogists, Inc., The Palatine Project,
https://web.archive.org/web/20051018071352/http://www.progenealogists.com/palproject/pa/1748pat.htm
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