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You’ve researched facts; you’re ready to write. How do you imagine their lives? Historical 
fiction and social history can supply context and enhance your writing. 

 

Historical Fiction and Social History Resources 

Adamson, Lynda G. World Historical Fiction: An Annotated Guide to Novels for Adults and 

Young  Adults. Phoenix: Oryx, 1999. 

 Adamson, Lynda G. and A. T. Dickinson. American Historical Fiction: An Annotated Guide to  

Novels for Adults and Young Adults. Phoenix: Oryx, 1999. 

Baker, Jennifer S. Readers’ Advisory Guide to Historical Fiction. Chicago: American Library       

Association, 2014.  

Cayton, Mary Kupiec; Elliott J. Gorn; and Peter W. Williams, eds. Encyclopedia of American 

Social History. 3 volumes. New York: Maxwell Macmillan, 1993. 

Chambers, Clarke A. “The ‘New’ Social History, Local History, and Community 
Empowerment.” Minnesota History 1984 (Spring): 14-18. Online. Minnesota Historical 

Society. https://www.mnhs.org/market/mhspress/minnesotahistory/xml/v49i01.xml. 

City University of New York (CUNY). The Graduate Center. American Social History Project.  

http://ashp.cuny.edu/ . 

Dumenil, Lynn, ed. The Oxford Encyclopedia of American Social History. 2 volumes. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2012. 

Hahn, Daniel. The Oxford Guide to Literary Britain and Ireland. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 2008. 

Historical Novel Society. https://historicalnovelsociety.org/ : 2016. 

Johnson, Sarah L. Historical Fiction: A Guide to the Genre. Westport, CT: Libraries Unlimited, 

2005. 

———. Historical Fiction II: A Guide to the Genre. Westport, CT: Libraries Unlimited, 2009. 

Library of Congress Classification Outline. https://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/lcco/. 

Macmillan Library Reference USA. Everyday Life: American Social History. New York: 

MacMillan, 1998.  

McGarry, Daniel D. Historical Fiction Guide: Annotated Chronological, Geographical, and 

Topical List of Five Thousand Selected Historical Novels. New York: Scarecrow, 1963. 

McGarry, Daniel D. and Sarah Harriman White. World Historical Fiction Guide: An Annotated  

 Chronological, Geographical and Topical List of Selected Historical Novels. Metuchen, 

NJ: Scarecrow, 1973. 
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OCLC Research. Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC) Summaries. 

http://www.oclc.org/research/activities/browser/desc.html. 

Saricks, Joyce. “Historical Fiction—Rules of the Game.” The Booklist 95 (1April 1999): 1392.  

VanMeter, Vandelia. America in Historical Fiction: A Bibliographic Guide. Englewood, CO: 

Libraries Unlimited, 1997. 

Veysey, Laurence. “The ‘New’ Social History in the Context of American Historical Writing.” 
Reviews in American History 7 (March 1979): 1–12.  

Wikipedia contributors. "Social history," Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_history. 

 

About Writing  

Alzo, Lisa A. Writing Your Family History Book. Toronto: Heritage Productions, 2008.  

Amato, Joseph A. Rethinking Home: A Case for Writing Social History. Berkeley: University of 

California Press, 2002. 

Barnwell, Ashley. “The Genealogy Craze: Authoring an Authentic Identity through Family 

History Research.” Life Writing. 10.3: 261-75. doi 10.1080/1484528.2013.802198. 

Blanchard, Gil. Writing Your Family History: A Guide for Family Historians. South Yorkshire, 

England: Pen & Sword, 2016. 

Brundage, Anthony. Going to the Sources: A Guide to Historical Research and Writing, 6th ed. 

Hoboken: Wiley Blackwell, 2018. 

Doldrup, Lawrence P. Writing the Family Narrative. Salt Lake City: Ancestry, 1987. 

Fulford, D.G. One Memory at a Time. New York: Doubleday, 2000. 

Hart, Jack. Storycraft: The Complete Guide to Writing Narrative Nonfiction. Chicago: University 

of Chicago Press, 2011. 

Jackson, Dennis and John Sweeney, editors. Section III: Writing Nonfiction Narrative in The 

Journalist’s Craft: A Guide to Writing Better Stories. New York : Constable & Robinson, 

2012. 

Kempthorne, Charles, For All Time: A Complete Guide to Writing Your Family History. 

Portsmouth, NH : Boynton/Cook Publishers, 1996. 

Knopp, Lisa. Craft Essay,“ ‘Perhapsing’: The Use of Speculation in Creative Nonfiction.” 
Brevity (blog). Brevity: A Journal of Concise Literary Nonfiction. 8 January 2009. 
https://brevitymag.com/craft-essays/perhapsing-the-use-of-speculation-in-creative-nonfiction/.  

Leary, Helen F. M. “‘Historical Background’ vs. Context.” OnBoard, newsletter of the Board for 

Certification of Genealogists, January 2001, p.1. 

Polking, Kirk, Writing Family Histories and Memoirs. Cincinnati: Betterway Books, 1995.  

Starmans, Barbara J. Tracing Your Ancestors’ Lives: A Guide for Family Historians. South 

Yorkshire, England: Pen and Sword, 2017.  

Storey, William Kelleher. Writing History: A Guide for Students, 5th ed. New York : Oxford 

University Press, 2015. 

Sturdevant, Katherine Scott, and Sharon DeBartolo Carmack. Bringing Your Family History to 

Life Through Social History. Cincinnati: Betterway Books, 2000.  

Wirchger, Bren. Five Minute Family History: Prompts. 

http://fiveminutefamilyhistory.com/prompts 
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Examples of Social History, Historical Fiction, Narrative Nonfiction and Genealogy 

Resources Used or Mentioned in This Lecture 

 

Abbott, Karen. Sin in the Second City: Madams, Ministers, Playboys and the Battle for 

America’s Soul. New York: Random House, 2007. 

Bloomberg, Kristin Mapel. “Women and Rural Social Reform in the 1870s and 1880s: Clara 
Bewick Colby's “Farmers' Wives.’” Agricultural History 89 (Summer 2015): 402-425. 

Burnett, Robyn and Ken Luebbering, German Settlement in Missouri: New Land, Old Ways. 

Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 2005. 

Capote, Truman. In Cold Blood: A True Account of a Multiple Murder and Its Consequences. 

New York: Random House, 1965. 

Cather, Willa. Death Comes for the Archbishop. New York: Knopf, 1927. 

Crane, Stephen. The Red Badge of Courage: An Episode of the American Civil War. New York: 

Norton, 1982. 

Crowder, Grace Lynde Meigs, Maternal Mortality from All Conditions Connected with 

Childbirth in the United States and Certain Other Countries (GPO, 1917), p.14-15. 

Internet Archive https://archive.org/details/maternalmortalit00unit 

District of Columbia Historic Preservation Office, Gone but Not Forgotten: Cemeteries in The 

Nation’s Capital, 2012. 

Dominguez, Virginia R. White by Definition. New Jersey: Rutgers University Press, 1986. 

Eggan, Fred. "Historical Changes in the Choctaw Kinship System.“ American 

Anthropologist.39.1 (1937): 34-52. 

Fink, Sheri. Five Days at Memorial. New York: Crown Publishers, 2013. 

Fischer, David Hackett. Albion’s Seed: Four British Folkways in America. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 1989. 

Gordon, Lynn D. “The Gibson Girl Goes to College: Popular Culture and Women’s Higher 
Education in the Progressive Era, 1890-1920,” American Quarterly 39, No.2 (1987): 211-

30. 

Granaci, Victoria. Chicago’s Polish Downtown. Charleston: Arcadia, 2004. 

Hambly, Barbara. A Free Man of Color. New York: Bantam, 1998.  

Hammer, Joshua. The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu: And Their Race to Save the World's Most 

Precious Manuscripts. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2017. 

Handlin, Oscar. The Uprooted: The Epic Story of the Great Migrations That Made the American 

People. 2nd ed Boston: Little Brown, 1973. 

Hannah, Kristin. The Nightingale. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2015. 
Hobbs, Allyson. A Chosen Exile: A History of Racial Passing in American Life. Cambridge: 

Harvard U. P., 2014. 

Hopkins, Griffith Morgan, Jr. “Part of Second Dist. Of District of Columbia (includes 
Brightwood).” Atlas of Fifteen Miles around Washington, Including the County of 

Montgomery, Maryland. Philadelphia: G. M. Hopkins, 1879. Map. 

 https://www.loc.gov/item/87675339/  

Kusmer, Kenneth. A Ghetto Takes Shape: Black Cleveland, 1870 –1930. Champaign: University 

of Illinois Press, 1978. 

Larson, Erik. The Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic, and Madness at the Fair That 

Changed America. New York: Vintage Books, 2004. 
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Leavitt, Judith Walzer. Brought to Bed: Childbearing in America, 1750-1950, New York: 

Oxford University Press, 1986. 

Leopold, Nathan F. Life Plus 99 Years. Garden City, NY: Doubleday & Co., 1958 

Lewis, Michael. Blind Side: Evolution of a Game. New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2009. 

Logue, Larry M. “Elephants and Epistemology: Evidence of Suicide in the Gilded Age.” Journal 

of Social History 49 (Winter 2015): 374-386. 

Lynd, Robert S. and Helen Merrell Lynd. Middletown: A Study in American Culture. New York: 

Harcourt, Brace & Company, 1929. 

McCrumb, Sharyn. King’s Mountain. New York: St. Martin’s, 2013. 

Mehr, Joseph. An Illustrated History of Illinois Public Mental Health Services, 1847-2000. 

Victoria, B.C.: Trafford, 2002. 

Mirkin, Stanford M. What Happened When: A Noted Researcher's Almanac of Yesterdays. New 

York: I. Washburn, 1966. 

Perry, Douglas. The Girls of Murder City: Fame, Lust, and the Beautiful Killers Who Inspired 

Chicago. New York: Penguin Books, 2011. 

Rappaport, Helen. Ekaterinburg: The Last Days of the Romanovs; Four Sisters: The Lost Lives 

of the Romanov Grand Duchesses; and  The Race to Save the Romanovs.  

Rausch, E. R. “ ‘Let Ohio Women Vote’: The Years to Victory, 1900–1920.” PhD diss., 
University of Notre Dame, 1985. 

Shoemaker, Louis P. “Historic Rock Creek.” Records of the Columbia Historical Society, 

Washington, D. C 12 (1909), 38-52. 

Skloot, Rebecca. The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks. New York: Crown Publishers, 2010. 

Sluby, Paul E., Sr. Woodlawn Cemetery Washington D.C.: Brief History and Inscriptions. 

Stanton L. Wormley, editor. Washington, D. C.: Columbian Harmony Society, 1984. 

Smith, Henry Nash. Virgin Land: The American West as Symbol and Myth. New York: Vintage 

Books, 1950. 

Stepenoff, Bonnie. From French Community to Missouri Town: Ste. Genevieve in the Nineteenth 

Century. Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 2006.  

Thomas, William Isaac and Florian Znaniecki. The Polish Peasant in Europe and America: 

Monograph of an Immigrant Group. 5 vols. Boston, Richard G. Badger [1918-1920]. 

Thurner, Arthur W. “Polish Americans in Chicago Politics, 1890-1930.” Polish American 

Studies. Vol. 28, No. 1 (Spring, 1971), pp. 20-42. 

Tyler, Robert Llewellyn. “Occupational Change, Culture Maintenance, and Social Status: The 
Welsh in a Missouri Coal Town, 1870-1930.” Missouri Historical Review 109 (October 

2014): 18-40. 

Verble, Margaret. Cherokee America: A Novel. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2019. 

Wright, Susan Prothro, ed. 2010. Passing in the Works of Charles W. Chesnutt. Margaret Walker 

Alexander Series in African American Studies. Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 

2010. 

 

 

 

 


