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Emigrant guides are useful for gaining insight into the whys and hows of an ancestor's 
preparation, journey, and settlement in a new land. This resource will probably not include 
your ancestors' name, although it is possible, especially in the personal accounts. These guides 
provided essential information and practical advice to our ancestors about travel routes, 
weather, opportunities, and much more. 
 
Whether the emigrant was contemplating moving across an ocean or across the country, guides 
were aimed at people who were literate and had the means to travel and start a new life in an 
unfamiliar land. The ideal guide had a table of contents, included maps, was cheap, and was 
compact so the emigrant could easily carry it. 
 
TYPES OF EMIGRANT GUIDES 

• Compilation–collection of information  
composed of material from other sources 

• Personal account–more than facts,  
a personal perspective which could include  
letters 

• Combination of a compilation and personal  
account 
 

PRODUCED BY 
 
• Individuals 
• Organizations 
• Governments 
• Businesses 

 
 

". . . the Irish emigrant leaves his home 
and country without that amount of 
practical information necessary for 
him, or which would enable him to 
push his fortune with advantage to 
himself, in the country of his adoption. 
Hence the necessity of a guide to direct 
him, at least in the outset of his career; 
and the presentation of those 
statements and facts of a reliable nature 
which may enable him to surmount the 
difficulties, hardships and dangers of a 
new life, and to advance himself to a 
station of comfort, honor and 
independence." 
 
Rev. J. O'Hanlon in The Irish 
Emigrant's Guide for the United States, 
1851. 
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Some emigrant guides were published in the early nineteenth century but they became more 
popular starting about 1840. They contain information about numerous aspects of the emigrant 
experience, from major decisions about transportation and destination to directions on what 
type of crop to plant. Each guide is different but they have many features in common.  
 
Common Topics in Emigrant Guides 

• Why emigrate?–reasons they would leave their present world 
• Who should emigrate and who should not?–what trades were needed, health necessary 

to survive both the journey and settling 
• Best time to emigrate–calculating when to leave so that they arrived at a good time   
• Laws affecting emigration 
• General history of the new country and/or area 
• Manners and customs of people in the new 

country 
• Keeping expectations realistic 
• Preparation 
 What to bring and what not to bring 
 Estimated costs 
 Carrying and transmitting currency 

• Means of travel and schedules 
 Boat 
 Rail 
 Ship 
 Wagon 

• The journey–what to expect 
• Precautions  
 Along the way 
 Upon arrival in port cities or major transfer cities.  
 Warnings about frauds and scams  

• Arrival  
 Lodging  
 Finding employment 

• Geography of the land with maps and other diagrams 
• Distances and cost of travel 
• Roads 
• Food supply 
• Climate     
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•  
• Economic benefits 
• Modes and cost of importing and exporting   
• Business opportunities and decisions 
• Government structure 
• Land laws and how to obtain land 
• Agricultural advice about climate, soil, minerals–what grows, growing season, available 

game, and types of livestock that thrives 
• Housing decisions 
• Educational opportunities 
• Mail rates and schedule 
• Health concerns specific to the area of settlement–diseases, fevers 
• Indians residing in the area or along the route traveled 
• Wild beasts found in the area 
• Advice on how to succeed 
• How to assimilate into a new society 
• Naturalization laws and citizenship process 
• Advertisements of businesses from the area where the emigrant was going 

 
 
Emigrant Guides played a key role in influencing 
immigration and migration by encouraging people to move to 
a new location. 

The guides were published in English and/or the language of 
the target audience.  

Check publication dates to find a guide published close to 
the time an ancestor emigrated. 

Some early publications that were called traveler's guides 
and trail guides had much of the same information as  an 
emigrant guide. 

Shipping lines, railroads, and state governments published 
emigrant guides as promotional material.  

Emigrant Guides are still published today in many different 
languages.  
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LOCATING EMIGRANT GUIDES 
A large number of guides are no longer under copyright and have been digitized. Other guides 
that are considered to be of special historical significance have been reprinted.  
 
Digital copy 

• Google Books 
• Internet Archive  
• "Family History Books" at FamilySearch 
• Other sites 

Print copy 
• Reprints are available at Amazon, Abe Books, and Barnes & Noble 
• Original copies may be available 
• Libraries 

       University libraries where guides are frequently used by history students 
       Public and private libraries and historical societies  
       Family History Library  

Search  
Using WorldCat, Library of Congress, FamilySearch catalogs, or any search engine.  

Key Search Words: Emigrant Guide, Emigrant Guidebook, Emigrant Handbook, Immigrant 
Guide, Immigrant Handbook, Settlers' Guide, Settlers' Handbook, Trail Guide, and Traveler 
Guide.  
 
SELECTED RESOURCES 
Freidel, Frank, editor, with the assistance of Richard K. Showman. Harvard Guide to American 
 History. 2 volumes. Revised Edition. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Belknap Press of the 
 Harvard University Press. Emigrant guides listed under gazetteers. 
"Google Books: Your Personal Library," British Connections (April–June 2011), 19–21. 
Eastman, Dick. "Free Genealogy Books on the Internet Archive." Eastman's Online Genealogy 
 Newsletter, 13 December 2016, https://blog.eogn.com/2016/12/13/free-genealogy-books-
 on-the-internet-archive/ 
Miller, Julie.  "Inside emigrant guides," NGS Magazine, Vol. 40, No. 4 (October-December 2014), 
 20-25. 
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR 
USING EMIGRANT GUIDES FOR GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH 

JULIE MILLER, CG, CGLSM, FNGS 

Last updated: 30 September 2018 

Miller, Julie. "Inside emigrant guides." NGS Magazine, Vol. 40, No. 4 (October–December 2014), pages 
 20-25. 
 
KEY TO ABREVIATIONS 
GB-available to download from GoogleBooks 
IA-available to download from Internet Archive 
HT- available to download from HathiTrust. 
FS-available to download from FamilySearch 
In general the place to download is a tip or where it I found it, the book may be available at other outlets. 
 
United States including regions 

America & England contrasted, or The emigrants hand-book and guide to the United States. 
 London: Cleave, 1842. Second edition 1845. 
 
American Social Science Association. Handbook for Immigrants to the United States. New York: Hurd 
 and Houghton, 1871. GB 
 
Bache, Richard. View of the Valley of the Mississippi: or the Emigrant's and Traveller's Guide to the 
West. Second Edition. Philadelphia: H.S. Tanner, 1834. IA 

Brockett, L. P. Handbook of the United States of America, and Guide to Emigration. New York: Gaylord 
 Watson, 1879. Additional editions 1881–1890. IA  
 
Brown, Samuel R. The Western Gazetteer; or Emigrant's Directory containing a geographical 
 description of the western states and territories, viz. the states of Kentucky, Indiana, Louisiana, 
 Ohio, Tennessee and Mississippi; and the territories of Illinois, Missouri, Alabama, Michigan, 
 and North-Western. Auburn: H. C. Southwick, 1817. IA 
 
Canada: Information for Emigrants to Canada and the Northern and Western States of America, Showing 
 the Routes, Distances, and Rates of Passage from Quebec to the Principal Points. Québec: 
 Emigration Office, 1856. 
 
Carter, J. Travels through the Interior Parts of North America in the years, 1766, 1767, and 1768. 
 London: C. Dily, etc., 1781. IA 
 
Cobbett, William. The Emigrant’s Guide; in Ten Letters, Addressed to The Tax-Payers of England; 
 containing information of every kind, necessary to persons who are about to emigrate; including 
 several authentic and most interesting Letters from English Emigrants, now in America, to their 
 Relations in England. London: William Corbett, 1829. 
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Collins, S. H. The Emigrant's Guide to the United States of America. Hull, England: Joseph Noble, 1829. 
 GB   

Colton, J.H. The Western Tourist and Emigrant's Guide Through the States of Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, 
 Illinois, Missouri, Iowa, and Wisconsin, and the territories of Minnesota, Missouri, and Nebraska 
 : Being an accurate and concise description of each state and territory, and containing the routes 
 and distances on the great lines of travel. New York: J. H. Colton and Co., 1854. GB 
 
Dana, C. W. The Garden of the World, or the Great West; its history, its wealth, its natural advantages 
 and its future. Also comprising A Complete Guide to Emigrants, with a full description of the 
 different routes westward. Boston: Westworth and Company, 1856. IA 

Darby, William. The emigrant's guide to the western and southwestern states and territories: comprising 
 a geographical and statistical description of the states; Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, 
 Kentucky, and Ohio; the territories of Alabama, Missouri, and Michigan; and the western parts 
 of Virginia, Pennsylvania, and New-York ; with a complete list of the road and river routes, west 
 of the Allegheny Mountains, and the connecting roads from New-York, Philadelphia, and 
 Washington City, to New-Orleans, St. Louis, and Pittsburg; The whole comprising a more 
 comprehensive account of the soil, productions, climate, and present state of improvement of the 
 regions described, than any work hitherto published; accompanied by a map of the United States, 
 including Louisiana, projected and engraved expressly for this work. New York: Kirk & Mercein, 
 1818. GB, IA 
 
DeLahontan, Baron. New Voyages to North-America. Two volumes. Reprinted from the English edition 
 of 1703, Chicago: A. C. CmClurg & Co., 1905. IA 
 
Disturnell, John. A Trip through the Lakes of North America: embracing a full Description of the St. 
 Lawrence River, together with all the principal places on its banks, from its source to its mouth: 
 commerce of the lakes, etc. forming together a complete guide for the pleasure traveler and 
 emigrant. New York: J. Disturnell, 1857. 
 
Foster, Vere. Work and Wages: or, the Penny Emigrant's Guide to the United States and Canada, for 
 female servants, laborers, mechanics, farmers, etc. Fifth edition. London: W. & F. G. Cash, 1855.  
 
Hall, Edward H. The Great West: Travellers', Miners', and Emigrants' Guide & Hand-Book to the 
 Western, North-Western, and Pacific States and Territories. London: Sampson Low, Son, & 
 Marston, 1867. 
 
Hancock, William. An Emigrant's Five Years in the Free States of America. London: T. Cautley Newby, 
 1860. 
 
Hill, Thomas E. Hill's Reference Guide for Land Seekers, Travelers, Schools, Tourists, Emigrants and 
 General Reader. Chicago: Hill Standard Book Company, 1912. GB 
 
Howe, John. The Emigrants' New Guide; Shewing a Description of the United States and the British 
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 Possessions in Canada, as Regards Climate, Soil, Productions, Laws & Customs, and The Best 
 Places Pointed Out to Those Who Emigrate. Leeds: John Howe, 1822. GB 

Macleod, Malcolm. Practical Guide for Emigrants to the United States and Canada. Third edition. 
 Manchester: A. Ireland and Co., 1870. 

Marshall, Josiah T. The Farmers and Emigrants Complete Guide, or Hand Book, with copious hints, 
 recipes, and tables, designed for the farmer and emigrant. Cincinnati: Applegate & Co., 1856. 
 
Massey, S. L. James's Traveler's Companion, being a complete guide through the western states, to the 
 Gulf of Mexico and the Pacific, via the Great Lakes, Rivers, Canals, etc. Cincinnati: J. A. & U. P. 
 James, 1851. 
 
Miller, Andrew. New States and Territories or the Ohio Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, North-Western, 
 Missouri, Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama in their real characters in 1818. United States: 
 Printed for the benefit of emigrants, and others, intending to visit the Western country, 1819. IA 

Peck, J.M. Guide for Emigrants, containing Sketches of Illinois, Missouri, and the Adjacent Parts. 
 Boston: Lincoln and Edmands, 1831. 
 
Peck, J. M. A New Guide for Emigrants to the West : containing sketches of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
 Missouri, Michigan, with territories of Wisconsin and Arkansas, and the adjacent parts. Boston: 
 Gould, Kendall and Lincoln, 1836. GB, IA 

Pickerings, Joseph. Inquiries of an emigrant: being the narrative of an English farmer from the year 1824 
 to 1830; with the author's additions, to March, 1832; during which period he traversed the 
 United States and Canada, with a view to settle as an emigrant; containing observations on the 
 manners, soil, climate, and husbandry of the Americans; estimates of outfit, charges of voyage, 
 and travelling expenses. London: E. Wilson, 1832. IA 
 
Razpovsky, Cecilia. What Every Emigrant Should Know: a simple pamphlet for the guidance and benefit 
 of prospective immigrants to the United States. New York: Department of Immigrant Aid, 
 Council of Jewish Woman,  1922. IA 
 
Regan, John.  Emigrants’s Guide to the Western States of American; or, Backwoods and Prairies: 
 containing a complete statement of the advantages and capacities of the prairie lands—full 
 instructions for emigrants in fitting out; and in selecting, purchasing, and steeling on, land—with 
 particulars of farming and other business operations, pictures of the home manners of the people, 
 successes of emigrants, etc., Second edition. Edinburgh: Oliver & Boyd, 1852. GB, IA 
 
Shamrock Society of New York. Emigration to America. Hints to Emigrants from Europe, who intend to 
 make a permanent residence in the United States, on subjects economical and political, affecting 
 their welfare. London: William Hone, 1817. GB 

Smith, Sidney. The Settler's New Home: or The Emigrant's Location, being a guide to emigrants in the 
 selection of a settlement, and the preliminary details of the voyage. London: John Kendrick, 
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 1849. Canada and United States. GB 
 
Smith, Thomas. The Emigrant's Guide, to the United States of America; including the substance of the 
 journal of Thomas Hulme, Esq. Second edition. London: Sherwood, Neely and Jones and T. 
 Smith: 1818. 

Spafford, Horatio Gates. A Pocket Guide for The Tourist and Traveller  Along the Line of the Canals, and 
 the Interior Commerce of the State of New York. New York: T. and J. Swords, 1924. GB 

Spence, Thomas. Settler's Guide in the United States and British North American Provinces. New York: 
 Davies & Kent, 1862. GB 
 
Steele's Western Guide Book and Emigrants Directory; containing different routes through the states of 
 New York, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, etc. with the 
 description of the climate, soil, productions, & C. with an appendix containing routes to Oregon 
 and California. Buffalo: Oliver B. Steele, 1849. 
 
Stennett, W. H. compiler. The North and West Illustrated for Tourist, Business and Pleasure Travel: the 
 popular resorts of California, Nevada, Idaho, Montana, Utah, Wyoming, Colorado, Nebraska, 
 Dakota, Iowa, Illinois, Wisconsin, northern Michigan and Minnesota. A guide to the lakes and 
 rivers, to the plains and mountains, to the resorts of birds, game animals and fishes; and hints for 
 the commercial traveler, the theatre manager, the land hunter and the emigrant. Chicago: 
 Chicago & North-Western Railway Co., 1876. IA 
 
Tanner, H. S. The American Traveller, or Tourist" and Emigrants' Guide through the United States 
 containing brief notices of the several states, cities, principal towns, canals, railroads, etc. with 
 table of distances. Third edition. Philadelphia: H.S. Tanner, 1837. 

Tanner, H. S. The American Traveller, or Tourist" and Emigrants' Guide through the United States 
 containing brief notices of the several states, cities, principal towns, canals, railroads, etc. with 
 table of distances. Tenth edition. New York: Map Establishment, 1846. GB 
 
The Emigrant's Guide for 1883. London: Pitt & Scott, 1883. [U.S., Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Cape 
 of Good Hope.] 

The Emigrant's Hand-Book; or A Directory and Guide for persons emigrating to the United States of 
 America; containing advice and directions to emigrants, but especially to those designing to 
 settle in the great western valley. And also, a concise description of the states of Ohio, Indiana, 
 Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Missouri and Iowa, and the western territories; and including a 
 statement of the modes and expenses of traveling from New York to the interior and an extensive 
 list of routes in each state by steamboats, railroads, canals and states. New York: J. H. Colton, 
 1848. IA 
 
The Western Guide Book and Emigrant's Directory containing general descriptions of different routes 
 through the state of New-York, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and the Territory of Michigan. Buffalo: 
 Oliver G. Steele, 1834.  
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Wiley & Putnam’s Emigrant’s Guide: comprising advice and instruction in every state of the voyage to 
 America. . . also information which the emigrant needs on arrival. . . London: Wiley & Putnam, 
 1845. GB 

Zimmerman, Gotthelf. The Emigrant's Map and Guide for Routes to North America. Stuffgart: J.S. 
 Metzler'schen Buchhandlung, 1853. In German. Online at World Digital Library 
 https://www.wdl.org/en/item/41/. 

  
Alabama 
See Brown, Samuel R. The Western Gazetteer; or Emigrant's Directory… 
 
See Darby, William. The emigrant's guide to the western and southwestern states… 
 
See Miller, Andrew. New States and Territories… 
 
Alaska 
 
Arizona 
See Hall, Edward H. The Great West: Travellers', Miners', and Emigrants' Guide & Hand-Book… 
 
Arkansas 
See Peck, J. M. A New Guide for Emigrants to the West…     
 
California 
Favian, Bentham. Guide for immigrants to California. 1870. 
 
See Hall, Edward H. The Great West: Travellers', Miners', and Emigrants' Guide & Hand-Book… 
 
Hastings, Lansford. The Emigrants' Guide to Oregon and California. Cincinnati, G. Conclin, 1842. IA 
 
Simpson, Henry I. Three weeks in the gold mine, or, Adventures with the gold diggers of California in 
 August, 1848: together with advice to emigrants, with full instructions upon the best method of 
 getting there, living, expenses, etc., etc., and a complete description of the country. New York: 
 Joyce and Co., 1848. HT 
 
Stennett, W. H. compiler. The North and West Illustrated… 
 
The Emigrant's Guide to New Mexico, California, and Oregon; giving the different overland and sea 
 routes. New York: J. Disturnell, 1849. IA 
 
Colorado 
Emigrants' Guide to Pike's Peak, Leavenworth, Kansas Territory: Leavenworth City, 1859. Reprint, 
 Denver: N. Mumey, 1959. 
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See Hall, Edward H. The Great West: Travellers', Miners', and Emigrants' Guide & Hand-Book… 
 
Stennett, W. H. compiler. The North and West Illustrated… 
 
Connecticut 
 
Delaware 
 
Florida 
Atlantic and Gulf Railroad. Guide to Southern Georgia and Florida, containing a brief description of 
 points of interest to the tourist, invalid or emigrant, and how to reach them. Savannah, Georgia: 
 Morning News Steam Printing House, 1879. HT 
 
Olney, Geirge W. Guide to and through Florida. The Land of Flowers, containing a historical sketch, 
 geographical, agricultural, and climatic statistics, routes of travel by land and sea, and general 
 information invaluable to the invalid, tourist or emigrant. New York, Johan H. White, 1876. IA, 
 HT 
 
Georgia 
Atlantic and Gulf Railroad. Guide to Southern Georgia and Florida, containing a brief description of 
 points of interest to the tourist, invalid or emigrant, and how to reach them. Savannah, Georgia: 
 Morning News Steam Printing House, 1879. HT 
 
Hawaii 
 
Idaho 
Campbell, J. L. Idaho and Montana Gold Regions: The Emigrant's Guide Overland. Chicago: J. L. 
 Campbell, 1865. 
 
See Hall, Edward H. The Great West: Travellers', Miners', and Emigrants' Guide & Hand-Book… 
 
Stennett, W. H. compiler. The North and West Illustrated… 

Illinois 
See Brown, Samuel R. The Western Gazetteer; or Emigrant's Directory… 
 
See Colton, J.H. The Western Tourist and Emigrant's Guide… 
 
Curtiss, Daniel S. Western Portraiture, and Emigrants’ Guide: a description of Wisconsin, Illinois, and 
 Iowas; with remarks on Minnesota, and other territories. New York: J. H. Colton, 1852. 
 
See Miller, Andrew. New States and Territories… 
 
See Peck, J. M. A New Guide for Emigrants to the West…   
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Stennett, W. H. compiler. The North and West Illustrated…  
 
See Steele's Western Guide Book and Emigrants Directory…  
 
See The Emigrant's Hand-Book… 
 
See The Western Guide Book and Emigrant's Directory containing general descriptions of different 
 routes  through the state of New-York, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and the Territory of Michigan 
 
Indiana 
See Brown, Samuel R. The Western Gazetteer; or Emigrant's Directory… 
 
See Colton, J.H. The Western Tourist and Emigrant's Guide… 
 
See Miller, Andrew. New States and Territories… 
 
See Peck, J. M. A New Guide for Emigrants to the West…     
 
See Steele's Western Guide Book and Emigrants Directory… 
 
Stennett, W. H. compiler. The North and West Illustrated… 
 
See The Emigrant's Hand-Book… 
 
See The Western Guide Book and Emigrant's Directory containing general descriptions of different 
 routes  through the state of New-York, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and the Territory of Michigan 
 
Iowa 
Abel, Henry J. and James H. Young. Traveller's & Emigrant's Guide to Wisconsin & Iowa. Accompanied 
 With A New and Improved Map of those Territories. With The Addition of Parts of Illinois, 
 Indiana, and Michigan. Wisconsin Territory: Henry J. Abel, 1838. Digital copy, David Runsey 
 Map Collection. 
 
See Colton, J.H. The Western Tourist and Emigrant's Guide… 
 
Curtiss, Daniel S. Western Portraiture, and Emigrants’ Guide: a description of Wisconsin, Illinois, and 
 Iowas; with remarks on Minnesota, and other territories. New York: J. H. Colton, 1852. 
 

See Hall, Edward H. The Great West: Travellers', Miners', and Emigrants' Guide & Hand-Book… 
 
Galland's Iowa Emigrant: containing a map and general descriptions of Iowa Territory. Chillicothe: 
 Wm. C. Jones, 1840. GB 
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Newhall, John B. Sketches of Iowa, or the Emigrant's Guide. New York: J. H. Colton, 1841.  GB 
 
Newhall, J. B. A Glimpse of Iowa in 1846; or the Emigrant's Guide, and State Directory; with a 
 description of the new purchase… Second Edition. Burlington, Iowa: W. D. Skillman, 1846. GB 
 
Parker, N. Howe. Iowa as it is in 1856; A Gazetteer for Citizens, and a Hand-Book for Emigrants. 
 Chicago: Keen and Lee; Philadelphia: Charles DeSilver, 1856. 
 
Plumbe, John Jr. Sketches of Iowa and Wisconsin, taken during a residence of three years in those 
 territories. St. Louis: Chambers, Harris & Knapp, 1839. GB 
 
See Steele's Western Guide Book and Emigrants Directory… 
 
Stennett, W. H. compiler. The North and West Illustrated… 
 
See The Emigrant's Hand-Book… 

 
Kansas 
Ebbutt, Percy G. Emigrant Life in Kansas. London: Swan Sonnenschein and Co., 1886. IA 

Emigrants' Guide to the Kansas Pacific Railway lands: best and cheapest farming and grazing lands in 
 America. Kansas Pacific Railway Co., 1871. Online at Kansas Memory 
 http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/1238. 
 
Hale, Edward E. Kanzas and Nebraska: the history, geographical and physical characteristics, and 
 political position of these territories: an account of the emigrant aid companies, and directions to 
 emigrants. Boston: Phillips, Sampson and Co., 1854. 
 
See Hall, Edward H. The Great West: Travellers', Miners', and Emigrants' Guide & Hand-Book… 
 
Nicely, Wilson. The Great Southwest, or plain guide for emigrants and capitalists embracing a 
 description of Missouri and Kansas. St. Louis, R. P. & Co., 1867. 
 
Kentucky 
See Brown, Samuel R. The Western Gazetteer; or Emigrant's Directory… 
 
See Darby, William. The emigrant's guide to the western and southwestern states and territories… 
 
See Miller, Andrew. New States and Territories… 
 
Louisiana 
See Brown, Samuel R. The Western Gazetteer; or Emigrant's Directory… 
 
See Darby, William. The emigrant's guide to the western and southwestern states and territories… 
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See Miller, Andrew. New States and Territories… 
 
Maine 
 
Maryland 
A Relation of Maryland. Reprinted from the London Edition of 1635, New York: Joseph Sabin, 1865. GB 
 
 
Massachusetts 
 
Michigan 
See Brown, Samuel R. The Western Gazetteer; or Emigrant's Directory… 
 
See Colton, J.H. The Western Tourist and Emigrant's Guide… 
 
See Darby, William. The emigrant's guide to the western and southwestern states and territories… 
 
Farmer, John. The Emigrant's Guide or Pocket Gazetteer of the Surveyed Part of Michigan. Albany: B. D. 
 Packard and Co., 1830. 
 
See Miller, Andrew. New States and Territories… 
 
See Steele's Western Guide Book and Emigrants Directory… 
 
Stennett, W. H. compiler. The North and West Illustrated… 
 
See The Emigrant's Hand-Book… 
 
See The Western Guide Book and Emigrant's Directory containing general descriptions of different 
 routes  through the state of New-York, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and the Territory of Michigan 
 
Thomson, E. H. The Emigrant's Guide to the State of Michigan. New York: E. H. Thomson, 1849. 
 
Minnesota 
A Guide for Emigrants to Minnesota. St. Paul: Goodrich, Somers & Co., Printers, 1857. GB 
 
Curtiss, Daniel S. Western Portraiture, and Emigrants’ Guide: a description of Wisconsin, Illinois, and 
 Iowas; with remarks on Minnesota, and other territories. New York: J. H. Colton, 1852. 
 
See Hall, Edward H. The Great West: Travellers', Miners', and Emigrants' Guide & Hand-Book… 
 
See Steele's Western Guide Book and Emigrants Directory… 
 
Stennett, W. H. compiler. The North and West Illustrated… 



Miller, Emigrant Guides List 
 

© 2018 Julie Miller, CG, CGL, FNGS. All rights reserved.                                                                                                                                 10                                          
 

 
Mississippi 
See Brown, Samuel R. The Western Gazetteer; or Emigrant's Directory… 
 
See Darby, William. The emigrant's guide to the western and southwestern states and territories… 
 
See Miller, Andrew. New States and Territories… 
 
Missouri 
See Brown, Samuel R. The Western Gazetteer; or Emigrant's Directory… 
 
See Colton, J.H. The Western Tourist and Emigrant's Guide… 
 
See Darby, William. The emigrant's guide to the western and southwestern states and territories… 
 
See Hall, Edward H. The Great West: Travellers', Miners', and Emigrants' Guide & Hand-Book… 
 
See Miller, Andrew. New States and Territories… 
 
Nicely, Wilson. The Great Southwest, or plain guide for emigrants and capitalists embracing a 
 description of Missouri and Kansas. St. Louis, R. P. & Co., 1867. 
 
See Peck, J. M. A New Guide for Emigrants to the West…     
 
See The Emigrant's Hand-Book… 
 
Montana 
Campbell, J. L. Idaho and Montana Gold Regions: The Emigrant's Guide Overland. Chicago: J. L. 
 Campbell, 1865. 
 
See Hall, Edward H. The Great West: Travellers', Miners', and Emigrants' Guide & Hand-Book… 
 
Stennett, W. H. compiler. The North and West Illustrated… 
 
Nebraska 
See Colton, J.H. The Western Tourist and Emigrant's Guide… 
 
Hale, Edward E. Kanzas and Nebraska: the history, geographical and physical characteristics, and 
 political position of these territories: an account of the emigrant aid companies, and directions to 
 emigrants. Boston: Phillips, Sampson and Co., 1854. 
 
See Hall, Edward H. The Great West: Travellers', Miners', and Emigrants' Guide & Hand-Book… 
 
Stennett, W. H. compiler. The North and West Illustrated… 
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Nevada 
See Hall, Edward H. The Great West: Travellers', Miners', and Emigrants' Guide & Hand-Book… 
 
Stenhouse, T. B. H. Central Route. The Emigrants Guide from Great Salt Lake City, Utah to Carson City, 
 Nevada. Great Salt Lake City: Deseret News Print, 1861.  
 
Stennett, W. H. compiler. The North and West Illustrated… 
 
New Hampshire 
 
New Jersey 
 
New Mexico 
See Hall, Edward H. The Great West: Travellers', Miners', and Emigrants' Guide & Hand-Book… 
 
Hening, H. B. Ho! To the Land of Sunshine: a Guide to New Mexico for the Homeseeker: public lands 
 and the laws and regulations under which they may be obtained: general information for the 
 immigrant and settler. Albuquerque, New Mexico: The Bureau, 1909. 
 
The Emigrant's Guide to New Mexico, California, and Oregon; giving the different overland and sea 
 routes. New York: J. Disturnell, 1849. IA 
 
New York 
See Steele's Western Guide Book and Emigrants Directory…  
 
North Carolina 
Lawson, John. A New Voyage to Carolina. London: n.p., 1709. IA 
 
North Carolina Land Company, A Guide to Capitalists and Emigrants: being a statistical and descriptive 
 account of the several counties of the state of North Carolina, United States of America. Raleigh, 
 North Carolina: Nichols & Gorman, 1869. 
 
North Dakota 
Foster, James S. Outlines of History of the Territory of Dakota and Emigrant's Guide to the Free Lands of 
 the Northwest. Yankton, Dakota Territory: M'Intyre & Foster, 1870. Reprint, Scholar's Choice, 
 2015.  FS 
 
Stennett, W. H. compiler. The North and West Illustrated… 
 
Ohio 
See Brown, Samuel R. The Western Gazetteer; or Emigrant's Directory… 
 
See Colton, J.H. The Western Tourist and Emigrant's Guide… 
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See Darby, William. The emigrant's guide to the western and southwestern states and territories… 
 
See Peck, J. M. A New Guide for Emigrants to the West… 
 
See Steele's Western Guide Book and Emigrants Directory… 
 
See The Emigrant's Hand-Book… 
 
The Immigrant's Guide to Cleveland, Ohio, sixth city. Cleveland, Ohio: Cleveland Immigration League, 
 1917.  
 
See The Western Guide Book and Emigrant's Directory containing general descriptions of different 
 routes  through the state of New-York, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and the Territory of Michigan. 
 
Oklahoma 

Oregon 
See Hall, Edward H. The Great West: Travellers', Miners', and Emigrants' Guide & Hand-Book… 

Hastings, Lansford. The Emigrants' Guide to Oregon and California. Cincinnati, G. Conclin, 1842. IA 
 
Stearns, Doran H. The Official Gazette and Travelers' and immigrants' guide to Oregon and Washington. 
 Portland: G. H. Himes Steam Printing, 1877. 
 
The Emigrant's Guide to New Mexico, California, and Oregon; giving the different overland and sea 
 routes. New York: J. Disturnell, 1849. IA 
 
Pennsylvania 
See Miller, Andrew. New States and Territories…  
 
Rhode Island 
 
South Carolina 
Lawson, John. A New Voyage to Carolina. London: n.p., 1709. IA 
 
South Dakota 
Foster, James S. Outlines of History of the Territory of Dakota and Emigrant's Guide to the Free Lands of 
 the Northwest. Yankton, Dakota Territory: M'Intyre & Foster, 1870. Reprint, Scholar's Choice, 
 2015.  FS 

Stennett, W. H. compiler. The North and West Illustrated… 
 
Tennessee 
Bokum, Hermann. The Tennessee Hand-Book and Immigrant's Guide: giving a description of The State 
 of Tennessee. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1868. GB 
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See Brown, Samuel R. The Western Gazetteer; or Emigrant's Directory… 
 
See Darby, William. The emigrant's guide to the western and southwestern states and territories… 
 
Texas 
Decordova, J. The Texas Immigrant and Traveller's Guide Book. First edition. Austin: De Cordova and 
 Frazier, 1856. GB 
 
Lawrence, A. B. A History of Texas or the Emigrant’s Guide to the New Republic by a Resident 
 Emigrant, late from the United States. New York: Nafis and Cornish, 1844. 
 
Tetzlaff, Otto W. The Emigrant to Texas: A Handbook and Guide. Bremen: Schuenemann, 1846. Reprint, 
 Burnet, Texas: Eakin, 1979. 
 
Texas Almanac and Emigrant's Guide to Texas. Galveston: W. D. Richardson & Co. Published for years 
 1869, 1871, 1873. 
 
Utah 
Clayton, William. The Latter-Day Saints’ Emigrants’ Guide: being a table of distances, showing all the 
 springs, creeks, rivers, hills, mountains, camping places, and all other notable places, from 
 Council Bluffs, to the Valley of the Great Salt Lake. St. Louis: Mo. Republican Steam Power 
 Press, Chambers & Knapp, 1848. GB 
 
See Hall, Edward H. The Great West: Travellers', Miners', and Emigrants' Guide & Hand-Book… 
 
Stennett, W. H. compiler. The North and West Illustrated… 
 
Vaughn, W. R. Union Pacific Railroad business hand book and emigrant guide from Omaha to Salt Lake 
 and Corinne, Utah. Council Bluffs, Iowa: Bluff City Book and Job Printing House, 1871.  
 
Vermont 
 
Virginia 
See Miller, Andrew. New States and Territories… 
 
Talbot, Sir William. The Discoveries of John Lederer in three feveral Marches from Virginia, to the West 
 of Carolina, and other parts of the Continent: Begun March 1669, and ended in September 1670. 
 Together with a general map of the whole territory which he traveled. 1672. Reprint, Rochester, 
 New York: George P. Humphrey, 1902. 
 
Waterhouse, Edward, colonist. A Declaration of the State of the Colony and Affaires in Virginia. London: 
 G. Eld, for Robert Mylbourne, and are to be sold at his shop, at the great south doore of Pauls, 
 1622. 
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Washington 
See Hall, Edward H. The Great West: Travellers', Miners', and Emigrants' Guide & Hand-Book… 
 
Stearns, Doran H. The Official Gazette and Travelers' and immigrants' guide to Oregon and Washington. 
 Portland: G. H. Himes Steam Printing, 1877. 
 
West Virginia 
Debar, J. H. Diss. The West Virginia Hand-book and immigrant's guide: a sketch of the state of West 
 Virginia… Parkersburg: Gibbens Bros., 1870. Reprint, Ann Arbor: University of Michigan, 2006. 
 
Wisconsin 
Abel, Henry J. and James H. Young. Traveller's & Emigrant's Guide to Wisconsin & Iowa. Accompanied 
 With A New and Improved Map of those Territories. With The Addition of Parts of Illinois, 
 Indiana, and Michigan. Wisconsin Territory: Henry J. Abel, 1838. Digital copy, David Runsey 
 Map Collection. 
 
See Colton, J.H. The Western Tourist and Emigrant's Guide… 
 
Curtiss, Daniel S. Western Portraiture, and Emigrants’ Guide: a description of Wisconsin, Illinois, and 
 Iowas; with remarks on Minnesota, and other territories. New York: J. H. Colton, 1852. 
 
De Hass, Carl. Nordamerika, North America, Wisconsin: hints for emigrants. Elberfeld and Iserlohn: 
 Julius Bädecker Verlag, 1848. IA 
 
Freeman, Samuel. The Emigrants Hand Book and Guide to Wisconsin, comprising information respecting 
 agricultural and manufacturing, wages, climate, populations, &c., sketch of Milwaukee, the 
 Queen City of the Lakes; its rise and progress; business and population; list of public officers, 
 with a full and accurate table of statistical information of that and other ports on Lake Michigan; 
 also table of routes from New York, Boston, &c, to Milwaukee, Racine and Kenosha; list of 
 steamboats &c., and other general information to emigrants. Milwaukee: Sentinel and Gazette 
 Fower Press, 1851. 
 
See Peck, J. M. A New Guide for Emigrants to the West… 
 
Plumbe, John Jr. Sketches of Iowa and Wisconsin, taken during a residence of three years in those 
 territories. St. Louis: Chambers, Harris & Knapp, 1839. GB 
 
See Steele's Western Guide Book and Emigrants Directory…  
 
See The Emigrant's Hand-Book…    
 
Wyoming 
Stennett, W. H. compiler. The North and West Illustrated… 
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Ethnic Guides 
Bogen, F. W. The German in America, or advice and instruction for German Emigrants in the United 
 States of America. Boston: B. H. Green, 1851. GB (in German) 
 
Carr, John Foster. Guide to the United States for the Immigrant Italian. Garden City, New York: 
 Doubleday, 1911. 
 
Carr, John Foster. Guide to the United States for the Jewish Immigrant: a nearly literal translation of the 
 second Yiddish edition. New York: John Foster Carr, 1913. 
 
MacDougall, Robert. The Emigrant's Guide to North America. Glasgow: J. P. Campbell, 1841(Gaelic). 
Reprint, Toronto: Natural Heritage/Natural History, 1998. 
 
O’Hanlon, Rev. J. Irish Emigrant’s Guide for the United States. Boston: Patrick Donahoe, 1851. 
 
O'Kelly, P. Advice and Guide to Emigrants, going to the United States of America. Dublin: William 
 Folds, 1834. IA 
 

Africa 
Byrne, J. C. Emigrant's Guide to Port Natal. Sixth Edition, revised. London: Effingham Wilson, 1850. 
 GB 

Gill, James. The Emigrant's Guide to the South African Diamond Fields. London: Sampson Low, Son, 
 and Marston, 1870. IA 

Mann, Robert James. The Emigrant's Guide to the Colony of Natal. London: Virtue & Co., 1868. IA 
 
The Emigrants' Guide to South Africa. London: A. White and Co., 1891. 
 
The Emigrants' Guide to South Africia, including Cape Colony; the Diamond Fields, Bechuanaland, 
 Transvaal; The Goldfield, Natal, the Orange Free State, and the Territories of the British South 
 Africia Co. Eleventh edition. London: A. White and Co., 1896. 

Australia and New Zealand 
Bryne, J.C. Emigrant's Guide to New South Wales Proper, Australia Felix, and South Australia. London: 
 Effingham Wilson. Twelve editions from 1847–1849, some available on GB.  
 
Goodwins's Emigrant's Guide to Van Diemen's Land, more properly called Tasmania. London: 
 Sherwood, Jones, and Co. 1823. 
 
Mackenzie, Rev. David. Emigrant’s Guide; or Ten Year’s Practical Experience in Australia. London: W. 
 S. Orr & Co., 1845.  
 
Mackenzie, Rev. David. The Emigrant's Guide to Australia with a memoir of Mrs. Chisholm. London: 
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 Clark, Beeton, & Co., 1853. 
 
Waugh, James. Three Years' Practical Experience of a Settler in New South Wales ; Being Extracts from 
 Letters to His Friends in Edinburgh, from 1834 to 1837. Edinburgh: John Johnstone, 1838. 

Baird, James. The Emigrant's Guide to New South Wales, western Australia, South Australia, Victoria, & 
 Queensland.  

Baird, James. The Emigrant's Guide to Tasmania and New Zealand. 

Canada 
Buchanan, A.C. Advice to Emigrants. Québec: Thomas Cary & Co., 1832. HT 
 
Canada: Information for Emigrants to Canada and the Northern and Western States of America, Showing 
 the Routes, Distances, and Rates of Passage from Quebec to the Principal Points. Québec: 
 Emigration Office, 1856. 
 
Emigration Practically Considered, with Detailed Directions to Emigrants Proceeding to British North 
 America, Particularly to the Canadas: In a Letter to the Right Hon. R. Wilmot Horton, M.P. 
 London: H. Colburn, 1828. 

Howison, John. Sketches of Upper Canada, Domestic, Local, and Characteristic: To Which Are Added Practical 
 Details for the Information of Emigrants of Every Class; and Some Recollections of the United States of 
 America. Edinburgh: Oliver & Boyd, 1821. 
 
Morgan, Lt. J. C. The Emigrant's Note Book and Guide; with recollections of upper and lower Canada, during the 
 late war. London: Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orme, and Brown, 1824. 
 
Mundi, Robert. The emigrants pocket companion: containing what emigration is, who should be 
 emigrants, where emigrants should go, a description of British North America, especially 
 Canadas and full instructions to intending emigrants. London: Whittaker, Treacher, 1832. 
 
Philpot, John Harvey. Guide Book to the Canadian Dominion, Containing Full Information for the 
 Emigrant, the Tourist, the Sportsman, and the Small Capitalist. London: Stanford, 1871. 
 
Pickens, Andrew. The Canadas, as they present commend themselves to the enterprise of Emigrants, 
 Colonists, and Capitalist. London: Effingham Wilson, 1832. 
 
See Pickerings, Joseph. Inquiries of an emigrant…  

Stuart, C. The Emigrant's Guide to Upper Canada; or sketches of the present state of that Province, 
 collected from a residence therein during the years 1817, 1818, 1819. London: Longman, Hurst, 
 Rees, Orme, and Brown, 1820. GB 
 
The Emigrant's Guide; containing practical and authentic information, and copies of original and 
 unpublished letters from emigrants, to their friends in the counties of Mayo, Galway, and 
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 Roscommon. Westport: John Hoban, 1832. 
 
Traill, Catherine Parr. The Female Emigrant’s Guide, and Hints on Canadian housekeeping. Toronto: 
 Maclear and Company, 1854. 
 
Watson, Wm. The Emigrants' Guide to The Canadas. Dublin: G. Bull, 1822. 

Denmark 
Rosenberg, Holger. 100 nyttige Raad for Udvandrere. 1911 [100 Pieces of Advice for Emigrants.] 

South America 
Hastings, Lansford Warren. The Emigrant's Guide to Brazil. Mobile, Alabama: n.p., 1867 
 
Locador-Immigratoria Company. Guide to Emigrants for Brazil. Rio de Janeiro: Locadora-Immigratioria 
 Co., 1891. HT  

Others 
Fraser, John. The Emigrant’s Medical Guide. Glasgow: James Hedderwik & Son, 1853.  

Melvin, James W. The Emigrant 's Guide to the Colonies. London: Swansea, Glamorgan: Simpkin, 
 Marshall; Ivey and Pearse, 1850.  
 
The Emigrant's Guide for 1883. London: Pitt & Scott, 1883. [U.S., Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Cape 
 of Good Hope.] 

Union Steam Ship Company. Homeward Bound: The Union Steam Ship Company's Hand Guide to 
 England and the Continent, where to stay; where to go; and how to get there. Third edition, 
 revised. London: W. B. Whittingham & Co., 1892. 

Resources for finding other guides 
Channing, Edward, Albert Hart, and Frederick Turner. Guide to the Study of American History. New 
 York: Ginn and Company, 1896, 53. 

Freidel, Frank, editor, with the assistance of Richard K. Showman. Harvard Guide to American History. 
 2 volumes. Revised Edition. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Belknap Press of the Harvard 
 University Press. Emigrant guides listed under gazetteers. 
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