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Many couples choose to marry in a location away from their home. Sometimes, this decision is based on
a romantic location or a place that allows them to marry now without a three-day waiting period. These
locations are often referred to as a Gretna Green, the historic town in Scotland where thousands of
English ran because of Scotland’s sympathetic marriage laws.

As researchers, we first realize a couple chose a different location because we can’t find their extant

marriage record. Let’s determine an appropriate strategy to find those records.

Reasons for Gretna Green: Waiting Periods, Medical Tests , Costs , Restrictive

Clauses, Alcohol/Parties, Popular Choice, Going on the Train, Romance
R

GRETNA. GREEN, Scotland,
Sept. 18 (Reuters)—Gretna
Green's smithy, the most fa.
mous runaway-marriage place
in the world, is up for sale.

The eighteenth century
smithy, where more than 5,000
sweathearts by-passed parental
.objections and were married
in a matter of minutes by the
blacksmith “priest,” is part of
a parcel that will be turned
over to the highest bidder for
the Gretna Green Estate.

Scotland’s sympathetic mar-
riage laws first made the lit-
tie village just across the Eng-
-lish bhorder 2 haven for eloping
couples, The practical Scots
said that, as far as they were
concerned, a marriage was a
marriage if a man and woman
declared befors witnesses that
they were man and wife, .

Then one canny Scot looked
at the droves of couples cross-
ing the border #nd saw in 4
them his forfune, He was a
farmer named Mackie who ran
a smithy on the side. In 1900
he turned the shop into 2 mar-
riage room and thers began
the “over the anvil” marriages

wil imsel: The Mew York T1
th h : ,t as witness, The “altar’ for the brief ceremonies was this h;zloricr nn:lul'

|New York Times [New York, N.Y] 17 Sep 1955: 8.




Reasons to Find a Gretna Green or a Marriage not local to couple: No marriage record in area, Records for
family in adjacent areas, newspaper searches, alcohol sales on state line, rumor or family stories
Research Strategies That Work

Choose a focus area where the couple resides. Follow basic research to look in local area, and surrounding
counties.

Add towns, roads and rivers to focus area. Find contemporary maps to assist and encourage questions.
Look for Clues and methods of transportation.

Review County Boundaries for the appropriate timeline [Atlas of Historical County Boundaries]

Consider reasonable locations where marriage might have occurred.

Use state-wide indices for assistance. [Remember there might be missing individuals or misindexed
records.

When marriage is found, research all the parties for a clearer understanding.

Document each step.

As | was researching references to town like Gretna Green | found the following: (newspaper date is
included if a specific timeframe was mentioned)

CA — Santa Ana (1891)

CT — Greenwich

GA — Georgetown (Judge J.E. Dozier — 1913), Ringgold

IL — E. St. Louis, Belleville (1900)

IN — Jeffersonville, Valparaiso (1917), Anderson (1903), Crown Point (1937), Hammond, New Albany
(1907)

KY — Covington, Newport, Maysville,

LA — American Legion Convention, New Orleans (1922)

MD — Elkton, Rockville (1901), Ellicott City (1932)

Ml — Menominee (1910), St. Joseph, Benton Harbor (1914), Detroit (1909)
MO — Maryville (1905)

NC — Squire W.O. Bailes (1901) [York County SC]

NJ — Camden (1891)

MY — Harrison (1930), NY City (1912)

NV — Reno (1920)

OH — Aberdeen (1884), Squire Beasely (1887)

PA — West Alexander

Rl —Providence

SC (See NC)

TN — Bristol (1890-1911), Lavergne (1873), Clarksville (1894), Nashville (1897),
Springfield (1950)

VA — Alexandria (1938), Winchester (1940)

VT — Bellows Falls (1917)

WV — Wellsburg (1917)

WI — Hudson (1893)

Mexico - Tijuana (1948) Mixed Marriages
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