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Introductions 

In the 25 years I’ve spent researching my family history, I became aware that there wasn’t 
genealogy software on the market to solve my research challenges. 

Listening to the community discussions and blogs, I knew I wasn’t the only one facing these 
challenges. 

I needed to: 

 Remember how I formed conclusions – I needed a tool that would allow me to analyze 
evidence, form conclusions, and keep them within the same software. 

 Squeeze more information out of my sources – Even though I had sources referencing 
multiple people and events, if I wanted to attach information to every person or event at one 
time, my options were limited. I knew I wasn’t getting as much as I could out of my sources 
and I couldn’t afford to lose such valuable material. 

 See everything on one screen – I loved my genealogy software but, like most genealogy 
database software, it focuses on people and events. These options don’t present all my 
evidence in one, concise and organized way to facilitate analysis. 

  
As a software developer of 25+ years, I knew I could come up with a way to offer the genealogy 
community what we needed – a more effective way to organize and analyze evidence that 
complemented existing genealogy software. 

In 2012, Evidentia was born. 

 

  



Identify a Source 

 
1. Create a label for your source 
2. Classify your source 
3. Create a listing for your citation (and source) 
4. Review your citation titles 

 
 
  



Catalogue a Claim 

 
1. Record Relevant Information 

 
2. Classify the Information 

 
3. Tag the Information as Evidence 

  



Importing Subjects from Legacy Family Tree 

Sharing a list of Subjects from Legacy Family Tree requires exporting that list to a GEDCOM file. 
 
In the main Legacy menu bar, select Files->Export->GEDCOM export. The screen to the right 
will be displayed. 
 
Be sure to select the UTF-8 character set, 
especially if you have foreign names with special 
characters. 
 
Evidentia will ignore any extra fields. If you want 
to keep GEDCOM file small, unselect all the check 
boxes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Select the Import GEDCOM button on the Subjects tab of the 
List Manager screen, follow the prompts, and your Legacy 
subjects will now be displayed in the Evidentia Subject List. 
 
We imported our file of 600-700 subjects from Legacy into 

Evidentia with no performance impact to Evidentia. As noted in the chapter on managing 
subjects, however, you will not want to import thousands of names. 
 
If you have thousands of names in Legacy, you can limit what you export using the “Record 
Selection” dialogue on GEDCOM Export screen. 
 
We imported our file of 600-700 subjects into Evidentia with no performance impact to 
Evidentia. However, you will not want to import thousands of names, as it will impact the 
performance of Evidentia. 
  



Analyze Evidence 

1. Review the evidence 
 

2. Classify the evidence 
 

3. Write the analysis 
 

4. Write your Conclusion 

 

 
 
 
 



Sharing Evidence with Legacy Family Tree 

Evidentia is not designed as a batch-processing program, which is to say that it is not meant to 
process large volumes of data all at once. You will not be importing all your data from another 
program into Evidentia, nor will you dump ALL your Evidentia data into a single file all at once. 
 
A GEDCOM file generated by Evidentia is based on a single subject (person), and will export that 
subject, any associated sources, and the analysis and conclusions that have been written for 
research questions tied to that subject. 
 
Unfortunately, GEDCOM has not defined a standard way to export 
citations, analysis data, or conclusions statements. The format was 
developed at a time when most data was just single fields, and 
there was not as much emphasis on citations. The result?  Almost 
every genealogy software program stores (and expects) citation 
data in different fields. 
 
Nevertheless, it is possible to share this kind of data via GEDCOM – 
it just requires a little finesse. 
 
 

 
  

For more on the 
challenges of sharing 
citations and analysis 
data via GEDCOM, 
check out the article at 
http://evidentiasoftwa
re.com/citations-and-
the-gedccom/ 



Importing a GEDCOM generated by Evidentia into Legacy Family Tree is a simple matter. From 
the main Legacy menu bar, select Files->Import-> 
GEDCOM file and follow the prompts. 
  
Legacy will ask if you want to import GEDCOM into 
a new database or merge it into the existing 
database.  
 
We recommend importing GEDCOM into a new 
database, as a temporary step. 
 
Once the data is imported, the new database will be displayed. You are now ready to review 
the imported data and merge it into your existing database. 
 
The 6-step process defined below will provide the smoothest experience to insure the integrity 
of your data. 

 

Merging Evidentia Data into Legacy 

Step 1 – Backup your Data 
Step 2 – Review the Person Data 
Step 3 – Review the Source Data 
Step 4 – Copy the Data into Your Main Database 
Step 5 – Merge the People 
Step 6 – Merge the Sources 


